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my way not long ago. It was put 
* into my Hands by One of My ffien ds 


A 
in 


not help running it over with ſome 9 eager- 
neſs. It gives an account of various matters 
relating to yourſelf, your opinions, and con- 
duct; particularly, ſome: ext iner light 

i n 1 1 11 9.087 OY 3 
you have lately been favoured w and the 
ſteps you have taken in conſequence of that 


information; it contains ſome little anecdotes 


of your mantier of -tafe #1 rom:y Dt iyeuth up, re- 
lates the preciſeꝶ time and circumſtances of 


your wonderful cnverſion, ſets forth the 


| miſtakes) in your religicus belief which a 


wrong education had led you into; the ill 


effect of thoſe miſtakes upon your o.]n mi- 
niſtry, and the ill effect they cannot but have 


on that of your unconverted brethren; it 
proceeds to lay open the principles of your 
new faith, its perfect agreement with ſcrip- 
ture and the doctrines of the church, which 


moſt of your graceleſs fraternity have de- 


777000000000 


or Res 
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he country, and as it is written on a vety 


'L 2. _ en Raby 


form; the e ccel ol e be 
niſtrations; your entire confidence that your 
eyes are now opened, and your devout joy 
for that happy event; the great pleaſure you 


receive from your daily endeavours to lead 


others, and the unſpeakable ſatisfaction you 


ſhould have in leading the friend to whom 


you write, de le, ne, yp FH. bile as 1 
16 in Jeſus. 4 

This epiltle v was ſent, 1 have 3 Fe, a 
Taſty hand, and unſealed ; that ſome of the 
Aach probably might have the benefit of 
Pperuſing/itin its paſſage, It is ſaid to have been 
circulated with much induſtry, -as d maſter 
piece of its kind; but 1 know not that this 
was done with your privity or permiſſion. 
However, as it was profeſſedly intended 
to carry on the good work of converſion, 
and boaſts of proſelites from all quarters, 


both of clergy and laity, who are daily 


crowding to your ſtandatd: as it treats of 
matters, which every well-meaning chriſtian 


ought to he truly informed in, eſpecially at 


a time when a ſet of new reformers are ſo 
ready with their advice, and ſo fluent in their 


harangues to the people, I take the liberty 


of thus addreſſing a cam. to youte 0 the fub- 
| Je of itt ; 


1-1 Wenn 


2 T his epiſile, which I had preſerved as an invaluable 
treaſure in MS. and bad made a few remarks upon at the re- 


queſt of ſome country- anke where it was much "hou 
; About, 
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I mean not by this, Sir, is b ol 2 
_ you into a paper-war, which has often: 
furniſhed large materials for that other phæ- 
nomenon, you are pleaſed to di wert yourſelf 


with, a paper-kite ct : nor do J write it with 


much expectation of any effect it is likely to 


have upon ypu; for E would not enter on the 
hopeleſs taſk of queſtioning the reality of 


impreſſions which you ſay you feel, and of 


voices which you ſay you heard. I would. only 
adviſe you on ſo trying an occaſion, excutere 
2 atque explicare intelligentiam tuam; I would. 


only ſuggeſt the expediency of being upon 


your guard againſt ſeductions of every kind; 
that you be not practiſed upon by the arti- 
fices of others, or flattered by . deluſions 


of your on imagination; that you be not 


led away, as many Jam We are, by the 
vain preſumption of extraordinary illumi- 
nations, and by that means contract one of 


the moſt dangerous and deceitful of all reli- 


gious maladies, the tumor of ſpiritual pride. 
IJ am willing to take this occaſion of ex- 
plaining my ſentiments on that ſyſtem of o- 


pinions and conduct, which you ſeemo to 


have adopted, and which is held by your 


3 in the ſame cauſe. Many I 


fear are impoſed upon by the eafty ee 


Ss 
about, f is lately ubliſhed; and. on that account Ty write. to 
you in this publie manner. 
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fions you make, and the confident airs yo 


aſſume; when theſe are plainly put on 


to amuſe the vulgar, and thoſe are a kind 


of half claims to ſomething extraordinary, 
calculated to ferve the ſame purpoſe; which 


you care not willingly to quit, and dare not 


explicitly avow. Some of your arg 
muſt appear to me, as doto other com- 


mon underſtandings, not very elear or-con- 
cluſive, becauſe the force of them chiefly 


depends on your own feelings, and is not 


founded on any methods of human reaſon- 


ing, which are in ufe among us. The fre- 


quent application of (cripture-paſſages toyour- 


ſelves, whatever ſelf· importance it may be 


_ owing to, or whatever” admiration it may 


produce among your followers, is apprehend- 


ed by many to border often a little too near 


on arrogance and preſumption. Your in- 
terpretations'of holy writ have oft ſomething 
of a plaufible appearance, when they Have 
nothing of a juſt and real foundation; ſeem- 


ing to agree with the literal ſenſe of the 
words, when they plainly contradict the 


whole tenor of its meaning, and are utterly 
inconſiſtent with the intention and expreſs 
terms of the chriſtian covenant: 
Several of thoſe paſſages relate to che oxer- 
ciſe of extraordinary powers, granted to ſome 
chriſtians i in the firſt ages of the church, and 
n were 8 then for its ſapport or 
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nor ſeem neceffary nor appear te to have boen 


repreſentatic 


human ſcience could give me. 


propagation; bur 


granted in _fothoving og ages. | Your charge on 
the clergy for deſerting the doctrines to 
which they have: ſolemniy aſſented, is aggra- 
vated; not only beyond what ca lar ar 

chriſtian —.— would permit, but beyond £ 


what truth and juſtice wilt Warrant you to 
 fay; and if you knew ſo much of their 
opinions, as you p 


pretend, you muſt be ſen- 
ſible what wrong is done to them by your, 
tion.” This diſpoſition and theſe ta- 

lents do not qualify you, in any eminent de- 
gree, to be ſafe and truſty guides through 
that narrow way, which few can find; but 
which you and your friends, it ſeems, are 
the Fo happy few, who! Have found, bak che 
Ge 4 bl falvation:;” i: | 

I habe fallen 3 ine cheſe frange 
notions thre!. the influence of prejudices, in- in 
to which Lmay have been led by te early 
bias of an academic education. I was train 
ed up, as you complain you were, to carry 
on my ſtudy of the Scriptures by the com- 


mon methods of human aſſiſtance, and to 


purſue my ſearch after religious knowledge 
by the glimmering and unſteady oat which 
I arm ſtill 
in danger of adhering to theſe old repoſ-- 
ſeſſions, tilß I have clear evidence that they 
are Wt-grounded.. 1amloth n to aban- 
© W en 


EM 


t 


* 


don the guidance * my ths fallible as 
it is, in enquiries which relate to my;own 
happineſs, until I can meet with ſome other 
direction on which I can more ſafely de- 


pend; until I am free from all danger of 
its room that which may prove 


adoping i 
the ſuggeſtions of conceit, or the illuſions 
of fancy. As I am not ſo happy as to have 
experienced thoſe ſecret communications, or 


felt that influx of extraordinary light which 


ou and your friends have, I am not qua- 
lified to look: down on the weakneſs of all 
literary inſtitutions with that noble N 
with which you ]... 
How ſadly, in the mean time, have we 
been miſled by the ill judgment, whatever 
we may owe to the good intentions of thoſe 
weak, but well-meaning men, our founders? 


who vainly thinking, as you it ſeems once 
did, that human learning was a neceſſary 


qualification for a divine, provided, at ſo 
much trouble and expence, ſuch a vaſt ap- 


paratus for purſuits of that nature; Who 
have led us thro all the mazes of an intri- 
cate and tedious education, and reared theſe 


ſeats of learning for the advancement of re- 
ligious knowledge, without ſceing that no- 
thing keeps us ſo much from the truth, as the 
defire of human wiſdom 3, who have been ſo 


totally miſtaken in their whole project of 
ene the means of piety and forward- 


ing 


* 
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br 185 
ang us in tlie way of Galvation, that ithey 


never were aware of what ye 


| percerve ſo 


Clearly, that it is as difficult. for a wiſe or learn- 
ed man to be ſaved, as it is for a rich man, or 
a nobleman 4 Let ſo humble- minded, I find, 
you are, that you condeſcend to: keep r 


ſome connexion with theſe learned bod 
tho you ſuffered ſuch loſs of time, and have 


been retarded ſo far by their means in your 


progreſs to true wiſdom ; tho you diſcern 
the futility of 8 the inſtruction they can 
give, you are o good as to) ſhare ſtill in 
the benefit of be al-emoluments' they 
hes no beſtow. 


But pray 1 linle, 8 off he, effect | 


of thoſe unwearied endeavours, which you and 
ſome other members of learried foundations, i in 
our ſiſter univerſity, are pleaſedto exett, in or- 


der to depreciate the value, and decry the uſe 


of human learning! think chat would be 


the conſequence of your ſucceeding ſo far 


in your endeavours, as to alter the 38 
ing ſentiments, and àdjuſt the general.op 
nion to your ſtandard»? Should thoſe e 

five endowments, which the woiſtakes Fea 
and piety of our forefathers made, continue 
to be miſapplied to no uſeful purpoſe ? And 
are not the governors of the nation, who 
watch over the public welfare, concerned 
to prevent ſuch a miſapplication? Why 


* Mr. Bercidge's Letter, p. 15. 
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ſhould theſe: biden datiariztl lon ger ſup⸗ 
ported, if they occaſion only a nerdleis watte 
of time and money ? If the ſcriptures may 
as well be underſtood and interpreted in a 
cobler's ſtall, as in the round- about way of 
collegiate inſtruction? 1 f the doctrines of 
religion may be as well, or as you ſeem: to 
hold, better explained and ifluftrated from a 
__ bulk, than from z'profeſfor's:chair1., 
"You indeed, as is plain from your decla+ 
_ rations and practice, have wholly fret d you 
ſelf from the ſlavery of thoſe early opinions, 
by which you were miſled: you formerly 


apprehended, while your judgment was un- 
der the inſtuence of old prejudices, that * 10 


de ought to preach; unleſs he had taten a db. 


grer; nay, 15. ftrongly did theſe prejudices 
. 5 that you tbaughi it bigh preſumption 
any lo preach,” unleſs they bad taten orders: 
wha ceſs were notions fit only for the non- 
age of your unregenerate ſtate; you har- 
bour no ſuch antiquated opinions now; hen 
© God opened your yes,” as with /gre-t confi- 
dence you affirin he did, about baff à year 
aro, be ſhewed and mn you other things. In 
"conſequence of which divine inſtruction, you 
now hold, that every one “ is qualified to 
Peck the goſpel, who has the gift of utter- 
dance“; you have taken "ng ſerving-man ac- 
cordingly, I hear, to be a Acllow-labquret 


rr 
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with you in the miniſtry, and Caleb is em- 


ployed in the ſame important commiſſion of 
preaching the goſpel with the journeymen 


of Nazareth . 


Here I muſt confeſs, how ſenſible I am of 
the difficulty of entering into any debate 


with you, or ſuch as have the ſame kind of 


1 1 9 


pretenſions with yours; for 3 What ſtand- 


ard are we to try the reality o Þ4 r claims, 
or the propriety” of your conduct? If we 


re for bringing the matter to the bar of tea 


ſon, you demur to her juriſdiftion. * If the 
maxims of human prudence, the deciſions 
of public wiſdom, or the preſervation of good 


order be 'vleaded! theſe lefler conſiderations | 
ate ſoon over- ruled by the neceſſity © of 
obeying” God, rather than man. If the 


"= 


+ An appellation which the Moravians - 
Chnifs e None ii EY 27 

Caleb above-mentioned was recommended, I hear, to this 
ſervice by one of the ſoul-brethren, and has a father, a gifted 
perſon, . who. preaches with great power in the inland parts of 


| the kingdom. It was by this truſty hand, that the letter, 
| the we ſubject of our preſent conſideration, was ſent un- 


ſealed. He had not been long with his maſter, before he 
conceived himſelf, and expreſſed to his country friends, 
great hopes of his ſpeedy converſion. I know not that he 
was any way concerned in the mancevre, by Which it was 


brought about; but a writer on this ſubje& intimates that 


impoſitions of this ſort have not been uncommon, Have 


6 themſe ves inſpired ? How. others have impoſed on their 
% weakneſs, by cunningly contriving, that fome voice or 


© call might reach their ears, which wag nothing. but ſome- 


body unſeen,” &, Bayly's Egay.on inſpiration, p. 30. 


our: claims, 


„you never heard (ſays he) of tories that have paſſed con- 
* cerning ſome. poor deladed people, who have fancied 
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authority -of. ſcripture be N to, ſcrips 
ture is not to be underſtood b y the uſe of 


our natural faculties, nor is to be judged of 


by the ſame rules which help to direct our 
judgment of other writings; its meaning 
E brethren tell us, is only to be appre- 
hended by ſome extraordinary act of ſpiritual 
illumination. If the certainty of theſe ſe- 
cret communications. be called in queſtion, 
it i t doubt the teſtimony of your ſenſes, 
and the evidence of what you have heard or 
felt. To what common meaſure of truth 
then can what we ſay be referred, while you 
claim to act and to — — dy — 
e, for you do not expreſly- vouch it to be, 
2 divine direction, i, I can only. pretend to 


think and to ſpeak. alter the manner of 


men.” 


eve to procecd in — as well 
as its very nice and peculiar nature will ad- 
mit, let us look at your own account of that 
dall, which firſt drew you out as an adven- 
turer in the fields; which releaſed you from 
the danger you and your flock: had been in, 
and diſengaged you from the long and pe- 
rilous adheſion to that rock, on which you 


tell us, van, Bad, been ' ſolitting for near thiry 


Fears.” Tour firſt ſecret milgivings, it ſcems, 
that you. zwere not right yourſelf, happened 
abour-Cheiſimas 1757; after you had ſerved 
4 ae Ja Jo gears, wicht ark one re 


wy * 4 , . 9 
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ſudden influx of 
this extraordinary way to your underſtand- 
ing, as every reader I think will . er 


( 


ts Ori and preached asunſucceh 4 
years 55 4 pariſb 5 ant 


mſgromgs growing ſtronger, and at iaft pain- 


ful, you fell into great” doubts, cried e 


to the Tord, and 5 ten days crying, heat, 
the following words, which were 'darted into 
mind with wonderful Fewer, and ſeemed 


indeed like a voice from” Beaven,. 10 * ceaſe from 
thy own works *.”" | | 


Whether you meant to bound on this 


wonderful incident any pretenſions to an 
extraordinary miſſion, I cannot ptetend to 


ſay, as as you have not been ſo explicit as to 


declare. But by obferving more caution 
and reſerve on this ſudject, than moſt of your 


fraternity have done, you will not be fo open 


indeed, as ſome have been, to the charge 


of preſumption, but then you will not be 
thought to march forth with all that fullnefs 
of authority, with which others of your 
brethren have been inveſted. ' However, the 
ſcalks fell 8 from your eyes, and by a 

ivine' light, conveyed in 


the relation, you clearly ſaw the a 
tioned rock, were convinced of the danger- 


ous miſtake yourſelf had been in, and were 


enabled to make thoſe wonderful diſcoveries 


to others, which we ſhall ſee 1 in the Oy 


„Letter, p. 3. 
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I am not now diſpoſed to call in ln 
the credibility or certainty of this divine 
communication, which I know is held by 
ſome to be the moſt certain and undubitable 
of all our knowledge; I muſt only beg leave 
to obſerve, that whatever aſſurance of its 
original it might produce in you, it cannot 


reaſonabl 7 be ſuppoſed to produce the ſame 


degree of aſſurance in me, unleſs it be made 
appear to me by ſome farther evidence, that 
it really came from the father of light and 
the ſource of knowledge; who doubtleſs 
can, and has on ſome occaſions been pleaſed 
to infuſe the cleareſt manifeſtations of his 
will, and to impreſs the mind with the mot 
unqueſtionable conviction, that they were 
ſent. by him; but this is not his uſual and 
ordinary method of proceeding with BE 
creatures... 
The whole dee of heavenly voices 
and viſions, of ſecret impreſſions and illu- 
minations, as laid down by our modern re- 
formers, has this natural and obyious excep- 
tion in its way, that it is not agreeable to the 
other parts o Gods providential adminiſtra- 
tion, nor ſuitable to the nature of a moral 
being, placed in a ſtate of trial and proba- 
tion. We are not ſenſible that God does, 
nor has he told us that he will, uſually ma- 
nifeſt himſelf by any extraordinary acts of 


his power, or diſplay of bis ä he 
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leaves us to diſcern him in the order of his 
works, and the regular government of, his 
providence, - He has given us his Written 


word, as the ſtanding g rule of our religiqus 
conduct; in interpreting and a ern firs this 


rule we muſt make uſe of our underitand- 
Ing, cultivated in the beſt. manner we WY 


able, and furniſhed with all the helps w 


can procure. What aſſiſtance from his 258 | 


ſpirit he is pleaſed to give us for apprehend- 
ing this rule, or living ſuitably to it, will 
doubtleſs be given in ſuch a way, as is con- 
ſiſtent with our liberty and the free exerciſe 


of our own faculties, 


My idea of olpel-faith, as the pun, of 


fe and impartial enquiry, or the teſt of an 
ingenuous and unprejudiced mind ; as having 
da bleſſing annexed to it, on accgunt of 
ſome rectitude of temper, or goodneſs of 
character, which it is ſuppoſed to imply; 
as founded on ſufficient evidence, but re- 
quiring candor and induſtry to examine and 
acknowledge. that evidence, I can by no 


means reconcile with thoſe accounts of faith, 


which make it a ſudden and momentary act, 
effected in an inſtantaneous, and. operating 
in an irreſiſtible manner T. Where con- 
viction 1s attained by ſecret and ſenſible im- 
preſſions, without any proper exertion of our 


* John 20, 29. 


4 der Mr. Whiteßeld's and Mr. Welley's Journals 1 
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[4] 
own faculties ; ; and where the co-operation 
of the will ſeems to be as little concerned, 
1 as any efforts or, affiftance of the under> 
=— 1 - ſtanding. oof 
t 1 would alſo Wand you, that all the fa 

-mous religioniſts and devotees of every per- 
 uaſion, with almoſt every author of a new 
: ſe& among the Romaniſts, have put in their 
reſpective claims to theſe, extraordinary in- 
formations, and pretended to act under a 
divine direction. The founder of every ſo- 
ciety in that communion, every male and 
female ſaint in their calendar, had theſe won- 
derful calls and commiſſions fot What they 

taught or appointed, and yet I truſt you will I | 

not think yourſelf obliged to Believe the | 

- truth of their doctrines, or the utility of | 

.their appointments. The whole ſucceſſion 

of Hzrefiarchs from Montanus down. to the 

German Count, have made the fame con- t 

fident pretentions. You will fay nothing, 11 

| 

\ 

G 

cd 


ſuppoſe, in defence of the old ſenſualiſt, nor 
much I believe for the modern refiner 3 in 
ſenſuality ; ; whoſe hymns exhibit as good 3 
ſpecimen of pure devotion, as his ſermons iſ « 
do of practical divinity. I could produce a | « 
great liſt of thefe holy pretendeis, all or | « 
any of whoſe claims to illumination you 1 
would be loth to admit; and tho we may iſ « 
think better of your honeſty and underſtand- * 
i than of the others, yet you will*not | « 
wonder 


CE wi - 
wonder at our heſitating a little to tage 
your account of this event without ſome 
farther evidence or explication of its mean- 
ing; as it does not appear that any part of 


the written law of Chriſt was to be explain- 


ed to private perſons, as the old law: was 
delivered to , Jewish pe people, /\ by @, _ 


Fin. Heauen. 16: ee 0. I. 


This kind of evidence may 0 Sri vis 
been made uſe of by ſome who meant to 
attack chriſtianity, as well as by others. who 
have undertaken to ſupport it. Lord Her- 
bert, a ſenſible and ſerious writer, is gene- 
rally adetfiond; to have carried on an in- 
direct attempt againſt revelation in his tract 
de veritate, and to have aimed by ſome 
parts of his reaſoning to undermine the 
foundation on which it ſtands. He is ſaid 
to have offered an earneſt prayer to Heaven 
that ſome ſign might be ſent to ſatisfy his 
doubts, whether he thould -publiſh or ſup- 
preſs this book. Such a ſign be believed 
was ſent; and it ſatisfied hs. A loud, 
«yet gentle voice, as he relates, it, came 
forth from the heavens (for it was like 


nothing on earth) which did ſo chear and 


2 © comfort me, that I took my petition'as 
granted. This how ſtrange © lake adds 


% 6 it may ſeem, I proteſt before the eter- 


nal God is true, neither am I any way ſu- 
perſtitiouſly deceived therein,” Now What 


, 3 . are 
4 4 5 s ; ; lots 


16 


are we td think of ſuch a marvellous relation, 


given by ſo reſpectable a perſon, and ac- 
companied with ſuch marks of ſincerity? 
are we any ways directed to apply to heaven 
for extraordinary direction in ſuch a caſe, 


or encouraged to expect ſuch an inſtance of 


its viſible interpoſition, if we ſhould apply ? 
Can it be ſuppoſed, that the ruler of the 
univerſe would thus give his teſtimony in 

_ favour of a work, calculated to deſtroy that 


religion, which he had introduced and eſ- 


tabliſhed by ſo many inconteſtable proofs? 
or mult we imagine, that this learned man, 
fatisfied with the impartiality of his own 


reſearches, thought he had diſcovered ſome 


important truths, but yet doubted about the 
expediency of publiſſing them: and in this 
ſtate of mind interpreted a natural incident, 
as a divine direction to do, what he Was dif 
1 to do himſelf !? 
Moſt of the leadebs, ht as 
now concur in promoting the cauſe of me- 


thodiſm, fet out with the: ſame: confident 


_ aſſurance of a divine commiſſion, or ſpeak 
of their! deſignation 0 Tcl f 


ſuch language, as the generality of their 


readers will a pprehend toconveyithat mean- 
ing. They were favoured with calls and 
directions from heaven on almoſt every oc- 
caſion, even ſuch flight and trivial ones, as 


- '* See Leland' View, Sc. Ter. 2: Pp: 22, 23, &c, Edir.1257, 


would 
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(al. 
would not juſtify, according to the common 
rules of judging, ſo extraordinary an inter- 


polition.. Whatever buſineſs they are en- 
gaged in, though ſometimes of no mighty 
importance, whatever errand they go about, 
though often not of the greateſt ſignificancy, 


it is ill the Lord's doing. Whether they are 
at home or abroad, in good or evil plight; 
whether it rains or clears up, whether they 


eſcape a ſhower or are wetted: by it, it is all 
owing to ſome divine direction, and made 


to anſwer ſome great purpoſe. Every thing 
tba them, the tempers of men, the wea⸗ 


ther, the ſeaſons, wonderfully favour and 
co-operate with their particular deſigns, as 


every one, who ſhall think it worth his 
while, may ſee in the authentic relations of 
theſe celebrated Journaliſts, = - 

But Mr. Whitefield himſelf, it ſeems, had! 
early trials and buffetings by bad ſpirits, as: 
well as kind aſſiſtances and infuſions from 


good ones. Some little incidents of his 
| youth, which a ſtander- by might be apt to 


impute to obſtinacy of temper or ſlowneſs of 


underſtanding, are only to be accounted for 


upon this ſuppoſition. His © incapacity to 

write, and his unwillingneſs to attend the 

outward means cf improvement, were -w- 

ing to the deluſions of this malignant being. 

Thus he relates the matter. The A 

Jad, 50 impoſed upon me in the matter f my college- 
5 8 
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aid would betray Chriſt. Journ. 


L 18 
exerciſes. I had no power to compoſe or write 4 


_ word; had a violent inward check not to go. 


down into the ball; the next week he ſerved me 
fo again; my Tutor, as wel he might, took me 


70 be really mad. 


Many of your brethren i it muſt be owned, 


from long practice in theſe matters, have at- 


tained to wonderful {kill in-diſcovering the 
artifices and detecting the diſguiſes of theſe 
malicious beings. They have found them out 


in many a ſubtle and wily ſtratagem, where 


perſons of leſs experience would have been 
deceived. It is therefore very ſurprizing to 
me, that they did not better underſtand the 
deviſes of Satan, than to liſten to his ſuggeſ- 


tions about publiſhing what they wrote: 
that when they had ſeen him aſſume ſuch a 


variety of Res. they ſhould not diſcern 
him lurking under the appearance, and ſe- 
ducing them to this fad inſtance of indiſcre- 
tion in the queſtionable ſhape of-a printer's 
boy. By this unwary. ſtep they have done 
incredible miſchief to your cauſe; as the 


Mr. W. found means to comfort himſelf under this in- 
ability to write by a lucky expedient, viz. the application of 
a prophetic n to himſelf; when unable to compoſe 
any thing, (ſays he) I found a quotation out of Ezekiel 
„ Young Prophet, thou Halt be dumb, but auben 17 Heal unto thee, 
then N thou ſpeal; which made me quite cab. iſt Deal- 
ing, p. 67. 

F hough the Lord has a thouſand times over told me, (fays 
Mr. Seward) -that he lov ed me with an everlaſting love ; yet 
fatan had the impudence to tell me,—that I was hke N 


myſteries 


1 91 
yntete⸗ of methodiſm are laid open to un- 
hallowed eyes; as not only thoſe pretenſions, 


which could not fail to have raiſed admira- 
tion, when couched under dubious expreſſi- 


ons and thrown out in extemporary effuſions 


to the people, are now ſubject to be ſcruti- 
nized by ſceptical men; but their miſtakes, 
conceits and ſdvertentzes, their foibles and 
failings, ſtand now recorded in laſting cha- 
rafters, cruelly expoſed: to the laughter of 
the incredulous, and the ſcoff of the pro- 
phane. 


- I Whitefield, have frankly acknowledged both 
errors in opinion, and miſtakes in conduct. 
he has been willing to revoke ſome haſty 
cenſures, and to own that 2704 fire had been 
mixed with the holy fre , zeal; he has re- 
called ſome preſumptuous claims, ſuch as his 
having aſſumed 20 apoſtolical a file, prefer- 
red inward impreſſions to the written word, and 
ſpoken too much by his' own ſpirit, when he 


Gd. He now doubts about the certainty of 
theſe infuſions which he felt fo clearly, and 
the reality of thoſe gifts which he valued ſo 
highly*. This ingenuous confeſſion may in 
ſome meaſure attone for his former preſ ump- 


* See Mr Whitefield's 3 written on board the brigg 
Betſey, and inſerted in the 2d part of The Enthuſiaſm of 
a e and — N 


; + 2 1 tion: 


* 


P Some of when however particularly Mr. 


thought he had been ſpeaking by the Spirit of 


L 20 

tion, and as it contains a renunciation of his 
moſt important pretenſions, ought to have 
ſome effect in opening the eyes of his fol- 
lowers. I would recommend it to "ou cool 
and ſerious conſideration... 

Lou, Sir, are alſo a man; a oro one in- 
deed, but fallible ; ſubject to like paſſions, 
and liable to the ſame infirmities with others. 
You preſume, on your having been ſo highly 
favoured as to have had a miſtake, you had 
long been under, rectified by an extraordi- 
wy revelation; by a voice or what ſeemed like 


@ voice from beaven; a great diſtinction, but 


Not experienced by common chriſtians, nor 
promiſed. under the goſpel-covenant; a 

means of conviction, not ſuitable to the ordi- 
_ nary courſe of God's diſpenſations, and there- 
fore not to be believed by yourſelf without 
*the fulleſt aſſurance, nor to be credited by 
others without the cleareſt evidence. _ You 
apprehend much danger to our ſpiritual con- 


dition from ſelf.righteouſneſs, do you think 


none is to be apprehended from ſelf-1mport- 
ance? This appears to me as dangerous and 
deceitful a diſorder, as any of thoſe, by which 
the mind of man can be affected; this is apt 
to ſwell men with preſumption, to raiſe in 
them lofty thoughts of their own fignificancy, 
and inſpire them with ſtrange conceits of be- 
ing the peculiar favourites of heaven; this 


may deceive well- . Perſons, it has de- 


«ceived 


— K * as ; 0 3 a 2 Pk 


the importance of your errand. But as; 


Tay 


ceived, as we have ſeen, the very elect, 1 


miſtook, by their own confeſſion, the ſuggeſ- 


tions of vanity for the infuſions of grace, and 


the fumes of an overcheated fancy for direc- 
tions from the Spirit of God. 

But you lay great ſtreſs on the ſucces of 
your preſent labours, as if God hereby gave a 
publick atteſtation, that be bleſſed and owned 
your miniſtry. As fern, as ever I preached 


Jeſus Chrijt - 1 faith. in his blood, believers 


were then added to the church continually :'' for 
as you ſeem to aſſert, though you do not 
chuſe to do it in-expreſs terms, ſomething 
like an apoſtolick miſſion, you and the reſt 
of your fraternity nas aſſume a-ſtile, 


ſuitable to the dignity of your character and 


you ſay, flock from all paris ig hear, delive rad 
now from your mouth in its native putity, 
the glorious found of the Goſpel, did no reflec- 
tion ever occur to your mind on this occa- 
ſion, did no other reaſon of this concourſe 

offer itſelf, but one ſo favourable to.your | 
cauſe, I had almoſt ſaid ſo flattering to your 


vanity; but vanity ſure under your preſent 


ſpiritual attainments muſt have been laid 
aſide, as well as all the other graceleſs jur- 
niture of the old man f. Did you never: once 
think, that the power of novelty was a cir- 


* 1ft Letter, p. 13. | 
+ Dr. Warhurton's ſermon on an &c. 


cumſtance, 


[=] 


cumſtance, which might co-operate a little 


with your own. endeavours, and have its 
ſhare: in drawing this numerous crowd after 


you? One who has duely attended to the 
common courſe of events, muſt have obſer ved, 
in a variety of inſtances the wonderful force 


of this patſion for what appears new; and 
will ſee abundant reaſon to conclude, that 
elocution from a ſtool, or vociferation from a 
_ hillock, whatever ſort of religious information 


may be delivered from thence, will a& 


with much more effect upon the multitude, 
than any kind of ſober inſtruction, given in 


a plain way and from that old-faſhioned emi- 
nence, the pulpit. 5 

If to this newneſs in the manner, you add · 
a little of the marvellous in the matter, its 


power of affecting will be increaſed, and it 


will be received with more avidity of atten- 
tion, proportionably to the quantity of the 


wonderful it contains. When you harangue 
the ſwains at Everton, you are by your own 


account well attended; but St. Francis, I 


doubt not, when he preached to the ſwal- 


lows, was attended much better; a metho- 
diſt, when he preaches up falvation by farth 
alone, will draw numbers about him; if he 


does it in the utmoſt latitude of the Anti- 


nomian principle, and to the abſolute ex- 
cluſion of all works, he may be expected to 
draw me greater; but ſhould any one un- 

dertake 
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tw} 
deriaks to bring all the ſheep and 1 in 
the fields to hear him, as the above-menti- 
oned ſaint is ſaid to have done, I would lay 
N on his nde, that he outdoes * 
bot 
Some oblique Abe of fatire on the in- 
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dern preachers, will likewiſe take mightily 
with the populace, and never fail to raiſe you 
5 their eſteem. No diverſion tickles the 
ancy of the mob ſo much, (a circumſtance, 
obe you doubtleſs have found out) as 
when one of their betters is brought in to be 
baited. If it be one of the worldly- minded 
dergy, who minds the fleece more than the 
flock, the pleaſure is much improved and the 
triumph is conſiderably heightened. A Jew. 
or a relapſe will pretty well ſatisfy the appe- 
tite of ſome Popith countries, -but . you can- 
not give the rabble here a higher treat, than 
by ſerving up one of your "Own order for 
their entertainment. 
The doctrines of Free 8 Elettion . 
Reprobation will alſo be wonderfully and 
always pleaſing to a popular audience. The 
gracious diſtribution of ſpiritual gifts without 
any regard to the merit or qualifications of - 
thoſe, to whom they are given: the rank to 
which the man of low degree on earth is to be 
advanced as one of the Elect or fayourites of 


* Book of Conformities; ble wy 268 en nanny 


on IE. off . 


dolence, ſelf-intereſt and corru ption of mo- 
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heaven; the general and undiſeriminating 


denunciation of woe againſt thoſe, who in 
their life-time haus received their good things; 
theſe topicks never fail to engage the atten- 
tion and gain applauſe from thoſe of the 
lower claſs: and they will pleaſe more in 
the hands and under the ſkillful direction of 
a maſter, who can illuſtrate them in that fa- 
miliar way, Which is ſo level tothe capacity 
of all his heaters; who has the happy talent 


of adorning them with that ſpecies of oratory, 


the hum & denim dicendi genus, in whicli 


| your {le e is allowed ſo much toe ex- 
cel.” . ao n 


As it may Se: difficult to abſtract low: — 
groyeling minds from the groſsneſs of mate- 
rial things, it may be and has often been 
dangerous to the publick peace, -to'raile: i in 
the vulgar too high notions of their favour 
and intereſt in heaven; ſor Whatever deſcrip- 


tion of ſpiritual Wwe or images of celeſ 


tial happineſs you may ſet before them, I 
much doubt whether "ap will not direct 
their thoughts to meer objects of ſenſe, will 
not ſwell with the pe en of- earthly 


bleflings, and plume themſelves on the value 


of hos reverſionary poſſeſſions, which will 
fall to their * when the Jas. come 40 in- 


4 + | bea 
The hiſtory of Bötbußafm with inſtances of this 


kind; a very remarkable one is faid to have bappened lately 


in 


2 ** 


1 


. by, has C0 


7 3 2, 


Nor is it a ſmall recommendation of theſe 


doctrines to the common people, that as 


cvery thing is repreſented to be done for 


them by the all-ſufficient merits of a Savi- 
: MW our, little or nothing is underſtood to re- 


main that can be properly done by them- 


maeaſure ſuperſeded, attention to behaye pro- 
perly under all the various relations of life is 
iary, any attempts 


& to improve in virtuous living may be deemed 
8 


. preſumptuous by, ſome, and acts uf an arro- 
2 gant ſelf-r ighteouſneſs 3 QT probably the dan 
Lerous artifices of ſatan to ſeduce them from 
abe right way of ſalvation +. It is thus much 


in the neighbourhood of Nottingham. The Elect were 
taught to expect ſome extraordinary acknawledgment of their 


caule, and yiſible interpoſition in their favour. Swords were 


management a day was inadyertently fixed upon for the ac- 
compliſhment of theſe great things. 'The day came, but .no 
heavenly weapons were ſerit, no ſupernatural appearances 


| ing revolted, the faithful themſelves were many of them diſ- 
they expected to hawe had, great poſſeſſions. 


'+ Mr. Weſley complains, that multitudes ceaſe from all 


means of grace make a jeſt of going to church, & e. 


their faith ——He cites a Moravian expounder, as affirming 
openly, that “as many go to hell by praying, as by thiev- 
ing.“ —— Jour. 4s ED ? 

7 The legendary writers go farther, and tell us, that the devil, 
Nor to carry on ſome purpoſes of his own, has been found out at 
C rhis I ab and confeſſion, diſguiſed in the habit of a monk.—— ' 


lately il E eaſier 


to come from heaven, with which, like Joſhua, they ſhould 
conquer the devoted people, and divide their land. By ſome 


ſeemed / to favour the attempt. It paſt and nothing was 
done, By-ſtanders began to laugh, the doubtful and waver- 


concerted, and auent away forrowful, for though they had not, 


and are tempted. to leave off good works in order to increaſe 
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eaſier to aches: hold of / eternal life- tha 2 
confident perſuaſion, that they are the elect 
and the accepted, and to be warmed into 
holy raptures by the contemplation of this 
glorious proſpect; than to ſeek it in the beaten 
track of golpel-obedience, by treading the 
dead flat of duty, and dragging on in the in- 
ſipid ſameneſs of a ſober and e e 


* 
One might 3 Weben expert from 


one commiſſioned in ſo extraordinary a man- 
ner, and the diſcharge of whoſe commiſſion 
was attended with ſuch wonderful fucceſs, 
that all his proceedings mould breathe forth 
the genuine ſpirit of the goſpel, that what- 
ever he ſaid or did ſhould exhibit the faireſt 
marks and characters of an embaſſador from 
Chriſt. It is with concern Lam. forced to 
acknowledge, that there does not appear to 
me in your writings or practice that humi- 


lity of mind, that candour of judgment, that 
good-will towards your brethren, which I 
thould look upon as the moſt certain tokens 
of a perſon truly regenerated, and the cleareſt 
characteriſtics of one ſo highly favoured. of 
God. What you ſometimes ſay is ſo con- 
trary to the beſt notions I have been able to 
form of a truly chriſtian and charitable tem- 
per, that I cannot read the following ſen- 
tence without being chilled with horror at 


the grape and deliberate cruelty with which 


ay * > 


| T 27 * 
A it is utterd. Have you, conflaietly PETTY 
& is docirine, 2 that men muſt be ſaved 
to partly by faith and partly by works; ) © then. 


is MW © ge certainly qſured of theſe Tivo things. 


- 4% , That. you have never yet! 'brought one ſout: 
ne 44% Criſt by your miniſiry; and zdy, that: 
n- au are not Jet in tbe ad 9 A oh were 
us cc if. 1 


Could yoo one, Kick has | not Fa lifted. 
up to the higheſt, pitch of fanatical aſſurance 
by voices and impreſſions and experiences, 


lies beyond the reach of human knowledge ? 
ter, wherein the ſeriptures have made no 
conduct is it in you, who, while you charge 


preaching papiſtical doctrines, are practiſing. 
as if you were already arrived there, the 


ſalvation all thoſe who happen to differ 
from you in opinion. This rigour c of judg- 
ment is ſtill more to be wondered at, as con- 
trary to thoſe qualified ſentiments, and in- 
conliſtent with that great moderation of tem- 
per, which ſome of your leaders haue openly 
profeſſed on this ſubje&. 'T7s a point we 
biefly inſhſt upon,” 0 Mr. e i Hat or- 


n fe. p. 13. | r Ny , 
+ Phin Account, p.. 1 „„ 
"2 49 


thus raſnly dare to determine a point, which 
or pronounce thus preſumptuouſly in a mat- 
expreſs declaration ?—but what prepoſterous. 


the clergy with advancing: to Rome and 


worſt of papiſtical tricks, in excluding from 
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 thodoxy, or right opinions, is at beſt bas: a very 
. "mg pay of rags: WF mw pa of 1 at 


25 am diſpoſed to think well of your r good | 
meaning, yet there are many appearances in 
your conduct, if credit may be given to ſome 


of your hearers, which look a little unto- 


ward, and are difficult to be accounted for; 
you are attended it ſeems in thoſe frequent 
harangues, with which you have for ſome 
time amuſed the peaſantry of this neigh- 
bourhood, with a conſtant number of 
 groaners, ſighers, tumblers and convulſio- 
niſts. - Theſe occaſionally break out into 
ſuch a dreadful concert of ſcreams, howl- 
ings and lamentations, as ſurprizes and 
ſhocks the ſober part of your audience, who 
are in doubt whether to aſcribe thoſe ſudden 
exploſions to the catching nature of enthu- 
ſiaſm, or the unuſual power of methodiſtical 
oratory. You are reported to uſe on theſe 
occaſions ſome ſtrange exprefſions*, which, 
accompanied with a loud tone of voice, ve- 
hement. geſture, wild looks; and that terrible 
relievo which is ſometimes” given to the 
checks and eyes of a field-preacher, muſt 
aun 2 8877 on weak ane and ſtrike 


N Among ad Ange and ne ones bo e 


have been related to me by one of your hearers. Fall! 


% avon't you fall! why dow 4 — wee woe; e than 


. „ 6 
« > . , are '® 


2 


a os into bell I! ata 
5 ter ror 


aft ani VW-> a aA Poa ac. ma ac Aa wv wn eg eat ea of GS ¶¾—HU A a. fot co co 
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— el o 


1 
terror into an - ignorant and vnoxperienced! | 
| multitude.” fe . > A OTE? 
We know not endughpatogsof' nf owv = 
anne or the ſecret operations" of nature; 60 5 
judge with: oy about ſome ufinſudl ap- : 
r_—_— to pronounce whether 
e the effects of enthufiaſm and a difordered 
5 eee or the artifices of as yr: get" or 
t Wl the workings of ſome inviſible power. Feu, 
e I find, (expreſs yourſelf in ſuch a manner on 
8 theſe octufitng as ii you believed, or would 
xf | have others believe, that they were not na- 
>- I tural diforders, but owing to the ag! 


SP. Ws 2 


gener 
ſome inviſible being, though you ſpeak in 
doubtful terms as to the nature and qua 
of that being; you ſometimes ſuggeſt; that 
they are the violent aſſaults of ſatan, ſtrug- 
gling with his prey; ſometimes, that they 
are the extraordinary operations of God's 
Spirit, exerting itſelf in 2 of converſion. T 
defire to know, Sir, whataathorit) you have 
for ſuggeſtions of thiskind; for if yow have 
not good authority, you will, Jam afraid, lie 
under ſome fafpicion of practiſing » comb the 
weakneſs and credulity of the people. 

J have not heard, that you have diſtin- S 
guiſhed yourſelf by any of thoſe feats, about 
* which many of your brethren have ſo muck 
wing boaſted, in diſpoſſeffing theſe wicked be- 
en ings from that dominion they had uſurped 
| over the bodies of men. However, * 

Ave 


11 


have often intimated to your audience, chat 
thoſe ſtrange contortions are owing to the 
power of theſe beings, I ſhould be glad to 
know whether you have any certain rules, 
as the Romiſh exorciſts are ſaid to have, by 
which. you can diſtinguiſh theſe common 
diſorders from dæmoniacal poſſeſſions; or any 
clear marks to direct you in judging be- 
tween the aſſaults of a bad, and the agitati- 
ons of a good ſpirit; I ſhould: be pleaſed 
with any information in this difficult point 
to ſecure myſelf and others, as far as J can, 
from the danger of delufion. But if you 
have no better helps to judge of this matter, 
than common chriſtians have, how can you 
preſume. to ſuggeſt, - that theſe bitter cries 
are extorted from your - followers ; theſe 
wreathings and diſtortions of the body are 
occafioned by the unwilling departure of 
theſe inviſible beings ; or that they are out- 
ward figns, which atteſt the inward work 
of God; the throes of 1 wegencration; and thi 
per gs. of the new-birth®*.”- 

Gther inſtances: of your conduct in this 
new y miniſtry are mientiongh which er 


'% 


7M Your brethren indeed agree with you in this notion, 
It is in the ſpiritual as in the natural life, ſays one; ſome 
feel more, ſome leſs ; but all experience pangs and travels, 
eecr Chriſt is formed in them. As my mother bore me 
with great pain, (ſays another, 3d Journ.) ſo did I feel preat 
pain in my ſoul, and I was in this violent agony for about 
four hours, then * to feel I was born again,” 
no 
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no way blameable in themſelves, carry with 
them the appearance of more art and ma- 


nagement, than is agreeable to that charac- 


ter of goſpel-ſimplicity, which you are fo 
As you have approached 


fond of affecting. 
nearer to the ſeat of learning, and been 


ſometimes attended by perſons of ſomewhat 
a more improved underſtanding, than the 
generality of your hearers, you have been 


obſerved to lower that extravagant and en- 


thuſiaſtic rank you were uſed to practice, to 
ſoften that dreadful and reprobating lan- 
guage with which you were wont to terrify 
the vulgar, and to correct, in many reſpects, i 
that fooliſhneſs of preaching, in which at 


other times you we: e ſo apt to indulge. 


Some of your female followers, who in 


hearing you have been frequently ſeized: 
with convulſive motions, and been remark- 
able for ſcreaming, groaning and dropping 
to the ground, yet ſeem not, as far as people 
can judge from outward demeanour, to be 
reclaimed from habits of vice by thefe ſeem- 
ingly horrible and repeated ſufferings. Tho' 
they have experienced ſuch agonies-of mind 
and body, have in the language of your ſect, 


ered the wrath of God, felt the two-edged : 


fword, and had their hearts gnawed by the Tos 
of bell, yet ſeveral of them ſtill continue to 
give offence to ſerious perſons by a looſe and 
Ty Weſley's 3d Journ. 79, 93. be. 


diſorderly | 
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| f. 132 I. 
ies behaviour; which I do not men- 


tion as 2 matter that ought to throw the leaſt 


reflection upon you, but which muſt occaſion 
Jome ſurprize or ſpeculation among others. 
They reſorted to your PFFAc3HAg in the 


5 you ſeem” to require, as farmers 


heavy laden; for ſome of them bore about 


them the indiſputable marks and carried the 
viſible burthen of their ſin. But from many 


outward ſigns, which fell under your notice 


ſince that time, you might judge more fa- 
vourably of the inward condition of their 


minds, than I am afraid they deſerve. You 


might apprehend from, the frequent fits of 


converſion into which they fell, that they 
were really converted to a ſober life and 
converſation ; but the caſe, if I am rightly in- 
formed, is otherwiſe, and they are as liable to 
be ſeduced as ever by tbe aviles of the enemy. 


However it muſt be very comfortable to | 


one of theſe frail. ſiſters, and doubtleſs a good 
reaſon for her attending on. ſuch outward 
means and opportunities of comfort, if ſhe 
ſhould be addreſſed by you in the conſola- 
tory manner, lately uſed by one of your fras 
ternity; Art thou d finner? Mighty well l — 


At thau.a vile and reprobate enki Better 


till. — Art theu a leſt. and undone finner? Beſ 


H alll it Wa far fuch as. thee, e Are 


ad. 


* 


2 V c 
82 3 


„ gut means was Co 1 . 


Ma 3 — — . 02 jr +> ,& 
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: We come at length tothe ſubſtance of the = 


© WM important meſſage, which was conveyed to 
n you in the wonderful manner you relate, and 
; ſeemed indeed (for nothing is of more uſe than 
© Wl a prudent reſerve on theſe nice occaſions) 
le a voice from heaven, It was neither more 


it nor leſs, it ſeems, than this ſentence, & Ceaſe 


e WH from thy own works.” Yet this is, if I miſtake 


y not, a leading andfavourite tenet of that ſe&, 


cc Wl whoſe principles you diſewn, againſt whom 


a- you have born @ preaching teſtimony, and who 
in return reve and deteſt you. By the beſt 
light and information I have. been able to 
procure about the opinions or practices of 
| the Moravians, from othets as well as from 


an affinity or intercourſe to have been eſta- 


ee nd bong 

What the works were, from which you 
were required by this authoritative meſſage 
to ceaſe, you muſt beſt know. Againſt all 
bad ones, and even the appearance of them, 
as far as we can guard againſt it, we have 
the expreſs and authentic commands of holy 


we are Excited by its precepts, - encouraged 
by its promiſes, animated by its examples, 
We To promote indeed the ſincere and uniform 

a | D RE practice 


yourſelf, I ſhould not have imagined ſo near 


bliſhed between heaven and them, that their. 
ſtrange principles or language ſhould: have 
had the ſanction and authority of a voice 


writ to warn us; to good works of every kind 
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practice of theſe Chriſt came from heaven; 
and I can't eaſily bring myſelf to think, that 
a voice ſhould be ſent from thence to fruſ- 
trate any part of his commiſſion, much leſs 
to counteract the chief deſign and end of his 
coming. 5 
But we are not to adhere too cloſely to 
the letter, we muſt uſe ſome latitude to find 
out the proper meaning and interpretation of 
this meſſage: it was meant to correct a 
wrong and dangerous notion you had all 
along entertained; you had hoped to be ſaved 
partly in your own name, and purtiy in Chrift's 
name; this dependence, Sir, on the virtue 
and efficacy of names will ever be a fallaci- 
ous ground of hope in religion, as too great 
a reliance on their authority has proved a 
fruitful ſource of errors in ſcience. Miſtakes Ml 
of this ſort ſprung up early in the chriſtian 
church; much was expected by ſome from 
the credit and merits of their reſpective lea. 
ders, while one was of Paul, another of 
Apollos, and another of Cephas the ſame 
kind of expectations may probably have been i 
rated in their followers from the high cha- 
racter of ſome apoſtolical men among our- I 
ſelves; while we plain chriſtians believe, as Wc 
we have been taught, that falvation is to be Mc 
had by no other name under heaven but his, Hf 
who has publiſhed to all men the new cove- Wi 
nant of grace, and made {anh and good 
works 


, 4 2 * — 4 a 8 * N TY — — a 
- * 3 — — — x ib + ds ad 4 ; oi 71x; * Pre * R. 1 ne U 1 a 4 
* Ne ? x £4 na; JI. 4 a þ þ —_ > 
SiS Tofu SOR 25 . DBNT.,” LC ary a, : n a 5 hd C ö G boots, q 8 7 LAST Yo ot ery A CASES: 
= 1 an — 2 e — — 2 = — e === — 22 9 by —_—_— - = ** 3 I 
8 0 - Fw Wy * 2 x r 8 > ” >. . 6 — — eee —— — > 
- 2 — — — A — 8 — D 23 2 —— - 
I Sada ill 4 es . * 
a a * Ma __—_— * * 8 892 = | A 8 a * 
2 —. r 0 + -. — 


Wr r 


* r 3 
oy a 1 2 " 
r 3 — 
* , W * 12 


9 
* 4„õ«—?V 4 
We 


| works the ap 


[38H 
pointed means of ſecuring to 
themſelves the benefits of this covenant. 
Here it will be proper to enter on a more 
particular and exact conſideration, what are 
the terms of our acceptance with God; what 
are the ordinary conditions of ſalvation, as 
laid before us in the goſpel, the gracious 
charter of our chriſtian privileges; or as o- 
caſionally explained in any of thoſe writings, 
which we believe to be of divine original, 
and which may be uſeful for our fanher 1 in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs. 
Could this matter be debated on 1808 
common principles, with which we are ac- 
quainted; by the known rules of reaſoning 
and interpreting all other writings, we might 
come to ſome probable deciſion, and leave 
the merits of the cauſe, when we had ſtated 
it as clearly; and ſupported it as ſtrongly as 


ve could, to the underſtanding of the rea- 


der; but if you pretend to extraordinary 
communications, with which we are unac- 


| quainted ; if you have recourſe to | humane 


impreffiotis, experiences, and influxes of 
light, by which you are enabled clearly to 
{ee all divine truths, and ſenfibly to feel 
conviction ; though we muſt not deny the 
clearneſs or certainty of what you ſee or 
feel, yet your ſeeing or feeling cannot rea- 
onably be ſuppoſed to have the effect of ſa- 
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' tisfying us, who have not been © favoured 


with the fame means of conviction“. 

The great Father of lights, who per- 
fectly knows all the various inlets of know- 
ledge, and to whoſe view every avenue to 


the human mind is open; can doubtleſs im- 


reſs upon it any communications, he may | 
be pleaſed 'to make, with a fullneſs of evi- 

dence that is unqueſtionable, and a degree 
of force, that is irreſiſtible. He can do this 
on any occaſion, and we know he has done 
it on ſome extraordinary ones. But we 
know alfo, that this has not been his-uſual 
way of dealing with rational, free, and ac- 
countable creatures; whoſe: underſtanding 


and will he in many reſpects graciouſſy may 


affiſt, but has ſeldom thought proper entire- 
ly to over-rule. As to any mode of infor- 
mation, which may have been vouchſafed 


to particular men for their own private uſe, 


T haye nothing to ſay; but if on calls or 
voices from heaven, any kind of miſſion is 


FT bis point is fully allowed, as it is happily illuſtrated by 
Mr. Weſley, whoſe authority will give weight to what I ſay 
on this ſubject. Suppoſe God were now to ſpeak to any 
ſoul, —he muſt be willing that foul ſhould know his will; 
otherwiſe he would ſpeak in vain; and he is. able to effect 
this, for whenever he wills, to do is preſent with him, and 
he does effect it: that ſoul is abſolutely aſſured, this voice is 
the voice of God. But yet he who hath that witneſs in him- 
ſelf, cannot explain it to one wha hath not: nor indeed is it 
to be expected that he ſhould.” See his Sermon on the wit- 
neſs of the Spirit, in Vol. I. p. 202, 203. 

aſſumed 


In > © 
aſſumed to inſtruct others in matters of reli- 

gious opinion or practice, then it becomes 
* to enquire whether our inſtruftors can 


duce any ſufficient evidence of that ſu- 


— 


pernatural light by which they claim to be 
aſſiſted, or proper credentials »of that autho- 


rity, under which they pretend to ac. 
But without putting in any claim of this 
kind for myſelf, or entering into any farther 
diſpute about the claims of others, I proceed 
to give my judgment of the important point 
before us, drawn as little as poſſible from 


the impure ſource of human learning, nat 


borrowed from the ſkill of critics or the aid 
of commentators, but ſupported, as I con- | 
caive, by the whole ſcope and tenor of ſcrip- 
ture-language, and agreeable, as I am will- 
ing to apprehend, to the true genius and 
main intention of chriſhanity. © © 
All the ſober part of proteſtants, I think, 


are agreed, that the will of God, as far as it 


relates to what we are to believe or do, is 


revealed in the ſcriptures ; that theſe contain 


all the truths or general precepts, which are 
neceſſary for the right government or direc- 
tion of our lives, and muſt doubtleſs be ſup- 


| poſed to he conſiſtent with themſelves; that 
it ſhould ſeem the beſt and ſafeſt rule of in- 
terpreting them, by which this conſiſtency 


thall moſt clearly appear, and that agree- 
ment, which they undoubtedly have, ſhall 
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be beſt preſerved; that if any paſſages are 


doubtful in their meaning, or any parts of 


them are wrought up to a more heightened 
and figurative ſtile than the reſt; the mean- 


ing of thoſe darker paſſages will be beſt aſ- 
certained by comparing them with other 
parallel ones which are confeſſedly clear, 
that ſtile will be beſt underſtood by referring 
to fimilar places, written on the fame os 


ject, but in a plainer manner. 


The goſpel ſeems not taeda to . a 
digeſt or regular ſyſtem of laws, that may be 


applicable to, all; the various relations of life, 
public and private, in which men may be 


appointed. to act. But then it fixes, what 
was before wanting, the true principle of all 
our religious obedience ; encourages it by a 
living example, and enforces it by the moſt 
powerful motives, It likewiſe. lays before 
men ſome general rules of conduct, ex- 
preſſed i in plain maxims, or drawn out into 
inſtructive parables, which may be proper to 
direct them in the more —— parts of 
their duty. It was therefore doubtleſs de- 
ſigned for the more immediate uſe and infor- 
mation of chriſtians in * W 'of the 
world. 

The Apoſtolical Epiſtles, eſpecially 60065 
of St. Paul, were many of them written with 
particular views, and directed to particular 


occaſions; to correct miſtakes, obviate ex- 


ceptions ) 
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ceptions, or clear up difficulties, which had 
from time to time ariſen among the follow- 
ers of Chriſt. And though of equal autho- 
rity with the other inſpired writings, when 
we know the true ſenſe of them, and un- 
derſtand the matters to which they relate; 
yet our ignorance of many .circumſtances, 
to which they often had a relation, that ab- 
rupt and digreſſive manner ſometimes made 


uſe of, that raiſed and metaphorical language 


in which they are generally expreſſed, will 
uſually make it a more difficult matter to 


wy 


come at their true ſenſe and meaning. 


Let us conſider then in as diſpaſſionate a 
manner, as we can, what the ſcriptures, the 

ſole rule of a proteſtant's faith, the true 
touchſtone of all our religious opinions, ſay 
clearly of this matter; for ſurely they muſt 
ſay ſomething clear about a matter ſo im- 
portant and of ſuch near concern to all men. 
And in the enquiry let us avoid, as much as 
poſſible, - all expreſſions and terms of art, 


which controverſy has been the occaſion of 


introducing; and let us attend to things, to 
the principal end and intention of all the gra- 
cious diſpenſations, Which God has been 
pleaſed to give. Though theſe have been 


in ſome degree adapted to the different con- 


diions of men, and ſuited to the particular 


circumſtances of thoſe ages, in which they 
were granted, yet they plainly carry on one 
1 great 


| f [40 ] 
#1 great ga, they all jointly canfpire to _ 
—_ !. - mote our happineſs, by improving our na- 
Cit ture, and nen, LES Habits of) t 
4 ih 
= The neceſſity of religions-and n 
bf * life; called in ſome places repentance, in 
wo others obedience, according to the different 
= circumſtances, under which it is enjoined, 
14 is ſo eſſential a doctrine of the goſpel, that 
1 there is hardly a page, which does not in- 


| ſtruct us in it, or exhort us to it: which does 
il! not either encourage it by ſome example, or 
| ecxplain it by ſome figurative repreſentation, 
or enforce it by lane fades or een 1 
ſome direct precept. - 4 
Great privileges were indeed] 


res pr PA RN e rf lt ene 
EIN I: an. 8 


1 Wan e ien fprſt publication,” andftiti- belong 
Fl | to all who are admitted into the new cove- 
= 1 nant: but then all are made accountable tu 
11119] leges. They will not ſecure the end fot 
im which they were given, unleſs they are ap- 
| plied to their proper purpoſe of fubduing 


our paſſions and regulating our conduct: 
| they ate ſo many helps and incitements to a 
wn pu life; but they muſt in reality produce 
a. ; before they can attain their full effed, 

x own our final ſalvation. 
This you will perhaps ſay will he. call 
aowed; if it is not, it may be as eaſily 
proved, or no one doctrine of the 1 
Teſta- 
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from it, and * to be ſupplied by it. 


TT 


thence: int is, what ſhare x 


at all in our fuſtfication ? which in many 


places is folely aſcribed to the efficacy of j 
faith,” and ſaid to be owing to the froe + cond 


and mercy of God. 
Ihe whole of this diſpute N 1 ap- 


prehend, on the right interpretation of thoſe 
pe in Scripture, which relate to this 


er, and which, if the pertinent ones are 


conſidered only, would not be very nume 


rous or difficult to be underſtoed; and yet 
to what a maſſy and voluminous collection 
has this debate already ſwelled? what long 
and warm contention has it occaſioned? 
and how much has the truth ſuffered by 


being thus entangled in the net of contro—- 


verſy, by being thus perplexed by Hs 
or ſubtilized by diſtinctions: 

Let you and I then not look for it in any 
of thoſe ſyſtematical productions, which are 
in part the inventions of men; but let us 
ſearch for it in that book, which is un- 


doubtedly the word of God; when we can 
go to the fountain-head ak truth, to the 


original ſource of all our ſpiritual and reli- 
ligious knowledge, let us not content our- 
ſelves with ſatisfyin g our thirſt at thoſe for- 
mal and artificial canals which are drawn 


ether they have any ſhare 
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d or eſtabliſhed from 
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underſtood by different parties. I would 


[42] 
L wilt promiſe not to reſt my faith on Bel 


larmine or Arminius, if you will engage in 


return not to out too ee a ſubmifhon to 
Calvin. 


If we make a ream or two of Giaſtouphs 
per on this ſubject, we ſhall add but Hude 
to the immenſe ſtock that ĩs already in hand. 
For it is with great concern I muſt fay, 


and a fad topick of conſolation it is to us 


both, that however it has happened, whe- 
ther through the defects and wrong ma- 
nagement of the writers, or through the 
lazineſs and ill judgment of the readers; 
however important the ſubject may be in 


- itſelf, or how high ſoever it may ſtand in 


our eſtimation, no one has ſent larger ſup- 
plies to thoſe ſworn foes of all literature, 
the Tabernarii or ſhop-keepers ; who for 
mean and mercantile ends are making ſuch 
continual depredations on the works of the 


learned. However to reduce the quantity, 


as far as we can, let us not wrangle about 
words or terms of art, but try how we can 
agr ee in our notions of the thing. 

The chief paſſages, which you 50865 


in ſupport of your opinion, and on which 
the merits of the cauſe are to reſt, are taken 


from St. Paul's epiſtles; they are well 
enough known to all, tho 10 differently 


not now enter on A particular examination 


[ns] 


of their meaning, but rather endeavour © 
ſettle ſome preliminary points, on which a 
juſt explication of them will much depend, 


and by which the CY, of the whole 
_—_ — Sen 


guage Abd es Dre which brand under 
that diſpenſation. The imagery, which he 


chiefly malces uſe of in his epiſtle to the 


Romans, is plainly borrowed from the legal 
proceedings in one of their courts of juſtice. 
He repreſents all men, as ſummoned before 


God's judgment-ſeat, and being unable tö 


produce any ſufficient proofs of ſuch an 
obedience as the law required, they are 


found guilty before him, and ſtand liable 
to the ſentence of condemnation. Their 
| acquittal - from the guilt with which theß 


were chargeable, and from the puniſhment 
to which they were obnoxious, is ſaid to have 
been owing to no preceeding merit of their 
own, but to God's free mercy in not im- 


puting their former ſins to ſuch, as were 


admitted by faith into the covenant of his 


ſon, But to find the true meaning of many 


expreſſions, which are applied to the new 


law, we ſhould know ſomething of their, 


1 acceptation under the old. 
Juſtification appears to have various ſenſes 


in the Old Teſtament, but the moſt common 
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one is a: deliverance, from any evil, tem- 
poral or ſpiritual. This notion of the 
word, that ſome are aid. to be juſtified, 
when they are only freed from ſome calami- 
ty, orreſcued from ſome danger, may be ſup 
Ported I think by ſeveral paſſages out of the 
ſcriptures ; accordingly that perfection of 
the deity, which is uſually tranſlated v 
gufneſs, from whence: our being juſtified 
or 'accounted righteous is plainly derived, 
often ſignifies any act of his favour, or ef- 
fect of his gracious diſpoſition towards us, 
which may relate to the ſafety of our perſons 
or poſſfeſſions, as well as to the ſalvation of 

. You may probably differ from me in the 
explication of one of the, paſſages. in the 
New Teſtament, to which I refer; and on 
which I partly found my opinion. Rahab 
the Harlot appears to me to have been juſ- 
tified, or reſcued from that general deſtruc- 
| * See a catalogue of the various places in the Old and 
New Teſtament, where the word Jaiozvry has this mean · 
ing in that judicious and accurate work, Taylor's Key to the 
> Apoſtolick writmgs, prefixed to his paraphraſe on the Ro- 
mans. n which, Auaudeba is to experience Tome 
inſtance of divine goodneſs in being delivered from evil. 
If, Av. 25. Eccluf. ix. 12, 23, 11. Rom. vi. 7. Pop ii. 
25. The ſame idea of mildneſs and compaſſion often be- 
longs to jaſſus & juſtitia, among the Latin writers; Vide 
Q. Curt. hb. 4. c. 11. Ter. Heauton. A. v. S. i. And. 
A. i. S. i. So it muſt be underſtood, Mat. i. 19. Her 
huſband (Joſeph) being a 7uft man, and not auilling to make her 
a public example ; i, e. the clemency of his temper diſpoſed 
kim not to execute the rigour of the l ' — - 


tion 


—, a. 3 
8 r . if the reſt of her country pe | 
8 riſned, in conſequence of her belief, that 
I, WW God by ſo many marks of His interpoſition 
iin their favour bad allotted the land of 
0. Canaan to the poſſeſſion of the Iſraelites. 
Few monuments remain of her hiftory or 
character, but as we may judge from tlie | 
Hort. ſketch + 4 of it, that ſhe* was a 
— 2 es pra aps an undone finner, you 
at dy this ſingle act of faith 

or = * to mercy (for Who will 
preſume to ſet bounds to God's mise and | 
admitted to eternal life. | 
I am no way poſitive as to the ſenſe of 
this paſſage, thongh I judge the lower one, 
which confines it to temporal evil, more 
probable than the other; much leſs am I, 
Sir, for limiting, the dme compaffion, 
which is doubtleſs exerciſed in an infinity 
of Ways, of which we have little or no 
conception.” But yet I believe it is never 
exerciſed in 2 capricious manner, without 
any regard to the moral qualifications of the 
, of ſome wife ends to which it may 

be Aibſcrviedt! It appears to me moſt 
likely to be diſpenſed in a manner, which 
may beſt ſapport the juſt laws and preſerve | 
the ri ighteous government of God; a s theſe 


james il 25. Compared with Heb. xi. 31. Joſhua 
xd * 4 know (ays the) that the L hath given you 


$ 


ends 


* 


4 . 
Tz 


— — 


: 
* 
- 
Ms rr OY I — 
< by 0 v. 2 — fg 2 - 4 7 e 5 n p 8 — 9 
Ge en aan , . nee men : n ey ” - — e 
— — - 5 7 4 4 4 . Gy. rc ee lg aan — . — — ; — — 1 
——— W . ——— | —— — — tat 4 | 
. — — 2 —— * — , ess eff utes Ve ESA ee; res . 4 . Aa as 
. mt SS — : A XX» 
ö 4 mW” " „* * * N « 1 * * 7 * 1 EA * f l 
* * 5 - 1 1 

", : „ BY 6 * 5 4 

1 i 1 ” r 

. ” . * — 1 8 

; ; pk "If N 

- * 
p =D * 
— 4 
, Z < 


+ ; : — — al EX 
— bw. I x *** __ 8 
0 * 5 * . : n 
2 8 TIT = 2 = 
2 Sts. Ga 8 = wy 
* * =p oe — — 9... * 
229 — — IDEs — 
— — — —— x2 ahh eh PE ANA 2 
5 a * 
— ot — = be. 14 <4 ** 3 2 * * ASE. * 
— x" Wo db es, AAS ** 1 T7 N 
WV ; 
8 Y * 
— — ——— IV , n 5 
— — — —-— — es, ä ů ———— . 7 5 
5 


advance the happineſs of his creatures. 


diſtinguiſhing titles; they are called God's 


individuals among them can hardly be ſup- 
covenant promiſed, unleſs they fulfilled the 


formed. 


— 


1 


11 


ends moſt tend to promote his glory, . to 


It is alſo. to be obſerved that the whole na- 
tion of the Jews, on account of that peculiar 
relation they bore to God by virtue of the 
Moſaic covenant, obtained many high and 


eleck, his , ſons, his flock, his heritage; an 
holy nation, @ peculiar people. But yet the 


poſed to ſhare in the bleſſings — 9 that 
conditions, which it ae to be Pole 


When ſome of the Gentiles became cons. 
verts to the religion of Chriſt, by the pure 
mercy. of God they obtained a gracious re- 
miſſion and forgiveneſs of their former fins ; 
in conſequence of which they are faid to 
have been redeemed, bought, called, juſtified 
ſaved; they are called ſaints, ele, holy, be- 
leved, &c. by which I apprehend is to be 
underſtood, that they were brought into that 
ſtate of ſalvation which the goſpel publiſhed 
to all men, and admitted to the various 
POLES of the new covenant which it {ct 

orth ; and this great bleſſing, this happy 
change of their ſituation, as being owing to 
no antecedent merit or righteouſneſs of their 
own, Is. ſaid to proceed, a8 indeed it _ 
. e Only 


nat 
the 


ex- 
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ure 
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1 to 
be- 
o be 
that 
ſhed 


rious 


it ſet 
app) 
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could 

only 
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only proceed, from the free grace and favour 
of God. „ Hoe Ee 


The whole body of chriſtians in general, 
on account of the relation they bear to their 
head, have many appellations of regard and 

endearment beſtowed upon them. They 
are ſtiled children and heirs of God; are 
faid to be holy, ſaints, ſanQified *; to be 
begotten - again or regenerated to a lively 
hope. But though the chriſtian church or 
ſociety are all ſharers in theſe ſignal privi- 
leges, yet it can hardly be thought, that 

they will all obtain the reward of eternal 
life. This advantageous condition, in which 
they are placed, muſt be duly improved, 
before it will produce its bleſſed effects; 
though they are Chriſt's workmanſhip, and 

altogether enabled by his gracious aſſiſtance 


to do what may be acceptable to God, yet 


when they have received that gracious af- 
ſiſtance, they are created in him to good works ; 


as they are properly qualified for, ſo they 


are indifpenſably ohliged to the performance 
of them, as God hath expreſly ordained, that 


| they ſhould walk in them; without acting 


ſuitably to his -ordinance, they can hardly 


Theſe and many more of theſe high titles, applied to 
chriſtians in general, are to. be met with in. the apoſtolick 
writings, af need not be particularly referred to. This 
point, if any are diſpoſed to doubt of it, is capable of being 
proved with abundant clearneſs and certaintx. | 
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be ſuppoſed to become propet objects of his. 
favour and acceptance. 
| Gl tl thoug "oY 


Many of the converted Jews 


highly 05 the value and merit of 2 ga! 
righteouſneſs ; and ſome were for adding 


a compliance witli the inſtitutions of the 


boy to the obſeryance- of their goſpel. To 
correct theſe prevailing and dangerous miſ- 
takes, the apoſtle takes frequent occaſion to 
beat down this eee expectation; to 
ſhew both to the Jews and Gentiles, that 
ſuch an e as they were able to pay 
to the precepts of the law, could not en- 


title them to God's acceptance, or give them 


a claim to the rewards of it; that a com- 
ark and undeviating obſervance was the 

condition it required; that ĩt could ad- 
mit of no relaxation in its terms, and had 
made no proviſion of pardon for ſuch as 


violated them; that their admiſſion into the 


goſpel-covenant, and the new method of 
Juſtification which it propoſed, proceeded 


entirely from God's free mercy,” and was 
owing to no deſert or righteouſneſs of their 
own; and therefore as it gave no-claim to 


2 or reward, it gave no room for boaſt- 
ing; yet in the epiſtles, wherein this doc- 
aid: is ſo ſtrongly expreſſed,” nothing can 


F 


be more clear and explicit, than the apoſtle's | 
declarations | about the neceſſity of a good 
| and virtuous ROT ; that Chriſt is the 
author 


2, 8 


rap 
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Several paſſages, 
— converts — 
5 which were :freely 7 5 
2 n i anal : 
from he /puniſhment- of Sheds — | 
you and your brethren are wont to- 
to that Jultihoaion: ef chriſtians, by w 
they are to obtain happineſs in a future 
fate of being. To the want of this 7 
diltinction indeed/ls to be EY | 
deal of that perplexity, in which — 
tion has been — 6g Many were 
received into this ſtate of ſalvation by faith 
and without any previous qualification of -n 
Holy life; but without improving under 
theſe means of grace, without making forme 
proper attainments in holinefs, ud man ſhall 
2 or be dati ee deen 
But -whors, ou will obably- "oy 38 
this i nes 4 wo forts f 
jaſtifiextion ? and ſhiould not the apoſtle 
have made it, if it be a juſt one, for fear 
of miſleading his readerg It is necellary = 
now, Sir, o make his doctrine as Ulear as] 


can, ant his meaning 3 mund 


Ae * 


. Heb. V. 9. Kami. 22, 4 8, 13. " Gal. Ve 16. | 
* — 0 ther places. Ji | 
| di- 


k so! 
diſtinctions may be neceſſary now, which e 


not ſo, when his epiſtles were written; many 
helps to a true explication of his ſenſe may 


ſeem now to be wanted, which yet have not 


been afforded us. How often does St. Paul 
in his epiſtles aſſume the perſon of another, 
and ſpeak under a borrowed character, with- 


- 


out Cn it to his reader? what quick 


tranſitions does he make in his arguments, 
and how often argue only on the principles 
of his adverſary, without any notice of his 
intention? what long parentheſes and breaks 
in his ſenſe do we find, what ſudden excur- 
ſions from the ſubject he is upon, what per- 
petual references — legal uſages and cuſtoms 
does he make, without: ſpecifying when h 
2 . de what auen We to Ares an 


) „„ 


and. yy” = f his ſevexal 9. res are to ob 
attended to; that the nature and intention 
of his arguments are to be duly conſidered, 
before we can come at his meaning, or mz 
that meaning uniform. And this we muſt 
do by a diligent and vigorous exertion of 
thoſe, powers which God has given us; we 
muſt apply for the ordinary aſſiſtances of his 
good ſpirit; but we muſt not always depend 
on being favoured by. an ee di- 
| rection. 
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> Þ 1 
AF uiii in this Wee ſenſe wers 
nid to ſuch; who in after=ages ſhould” 


8 be: converted from heatheniſm to chriſtia- 


nity, yet it could hardly have place in a 
oountry, where we are educated and trained 


up in the principles of chriſtianity. But 


many expreſſions, uſed by you and your 
ſoul-brethren, would almoſt make one think, 
that yo were diſpenſing” your: inſtructions 
to à nation of Pagans. Leſt future critics 
ſhould be puzzled to explain this ſtrange 


kind of phraſeology, or to make out how 
it could happen in our age and country, that 
forty clergymen, ordained to preach the, truths 


of the goſpel, ſbould only be brought: ar\Chriſ- 
mas laſt to 2 acęnbuledgment e, tbei truib; 
and how. Zbree® more, authorized rteachers! . 
of the chriſtian faith,” /hould be .only- added” 


10 the faith within theſe fix weeks; it muſt be 


here obſerved once for all, that this language 
is uſed to favour the reception of ſome late 
pretenſions; that this new dialect is aſſumed 


to ſupport the credit and to ſet forth the im- 


portance of a new miſſion. > : 11 90. 1199 

If the great end of the goſpel· diſpenſa- — 
tion, the ſalvation of our ſouls, be ſuppoſed 
by any to be attainable by faith, independent 
or excluſive of good works, how can this 
be reconciled with numberleſs paſſages in 
the ſacred writings, which require doing as 
well as believing, and injoin obedience to 


Hi the 


5 52 J 
che precepts, as well as aſſent to the truths 


of the goſpel? How can we make this 
notion any way conſiſtent with St. James's 
doctrine, expreſſed as far as I can ſee, in 
the fulleſt manner, and in the plaineſt lan- 
guage? But as this Apoſtle is underſtood. 
by many to have written his epiſtle chiefly 
with a view of correcting ſome abuſes; in 
practice, which had ariſen from a miſcon- 
ſtruction of St. P aul's meaning; fo. ſome: 
apoſtolical men among ourſelves ſeem to 
have intended, by what they have advanced 
on the ſame. ſubject, to rectify the miſtakes 


of St. James. 


If faith be an operative, or as ſome call 
it an energetic quality, which compre- 
hends an obedience to the commands of 
our maſter, as well as an acknowledgment 
of his miſſion; which ought to produce its 
genuine fruits, and ſhew itſelf in a ſuitable 
conduct, before it can pretend to any reward, 
. then we ſeem to be agreed in the main 


point, though we differ in the manner of 


expreſſing it; we both make a: good life the 


neceſſary and indiſpenſable: condition of our 


final juſtification: with God; and it appears 


not from the ſcriptures, that we, under our 
preſent circumſtances, are concerned with 


Pr. Patten's Sermon. 
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if good works always and inſeparably. ate 


ag 


If the true notion of faith: be, . that it: i ia: 
principle naturally. and. eſſentially 


tend; it, with what propriety of lan 


guage: 
can the above-named; 4 Apoſtle + ſuppoſe- it 


to be alone in any one, or without w | 
or with what juſtneſs does he put chat c- 


cluding queſtion, in which a negative is ſo 
ſtrongly implied, can faith ſave him? _ 


If faith be not founded on any kind of 


argument, or ſupported by any ſort of out- 


ward evidence; If, as Mr. Weſley repre-. 


ſents the matter, it be ſhed abroad in ment 


bearts, even like lightning falling from bear. 
ven |, it may, as far as the idea of neceſsity; 


can ſuit with religion or morals, be necgſſaru), 


as he affirms, produttive of good works $ if * ; 
be produced in ſo quick and inexplicable. ö 
a manner, it may perhaps operate in © Vie 


as ſudden and irreſiſtible. 


Lou and your brethren ſometimes diſtin= 
guild between faith and belief, making 
one an active quality, which e ee Klelf 
in a proper and ſuitable behaviour, the 

other a ſpeculative. aſſent to Chriſt's miſſan 
and doctrine; I have no exception tothe 
diſtinction: you: make, ys op will 1 beer 5 


the 


— 


6 * Dr. P. 3 p. 28. 
+ St. James ii. 14, 17. | 
t Mr. Weſley's SR * Is: 
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that it has any foundation in the plain 4. 
clarations of ſcripture, and will conſtantly 
keep to it, after you have made it. But you 
do not obſerve this diſtinction in the paſ- 
ſages you quote, and plainly by your inter- 
pretation of ſome of thein aſcribe to be- 

lieving all the goed effects and covenanted 
| bleflings of a true and living faith. {4.9 
But the great danger it ſcems ind not 
from the works themſelves, but from our 


N 1 on any thing we can do, as hav- 


ng any hare or ace in the great n 

our ſalvation. Yet a man furely may 
pe bc ſome proficiency in virtuous — 
may be careful in performin g all proper acts 


of piety to God and equity to men, and yet ; 


not be elated by the conſciouſneſs, or rely 


on the merit of his on performances as 


ſufficient to ſave or juſtify him; ſuch, every 
one muſt own, is the weakneſs: of our na- 
ture, ſo faulty are our utmoſt attainments 
in goodneſs, iſo imperfect. after our beſt en- 
deavours is our religious ſervice, that we 
ſtand very much in need of God's gracious 
aſſiſtance in what we do, and of his mercy 
to forgive its defects: we can certainly have 
no reaſonable hopes of obtaining ſalvation, 
but on the favourable terms of that cove- 
nant, which God was pleaſed to enter into 
with us through the merits wand mediation 
of his fon. 8 


© py 


ss 


By virtue of this better covenatit we are te- 
1 19088 from the hard conditions of that law, 
which required faultleſs obedience, and made 

no provifion of mercy in caſes of moral tranſ- 
greſſion. Under this gracious diſpenſation 
forgiveneſs is promiſed to our ſincere repen- 
tance, and the miſcarriages of our paſt life, 
upon our return to a better mind Me beha- 
viour, will not be laid to our charge, 
nor M us to the e my de- 
Lern. 

But. 15 turd ow n {you ay ... = 
can male any. atonement for paſt miſcurriages. 
I keep all God's laws- to- day, this is n . 
mends for. breaking them yeſterday. F I be- 
have peaceably to my-ne:ghbour this day, (as you 
illuſtrate the point in that familiar way, 
wherein you ſo much excel) it is no Sattsfac- 
tion for having broke his head yeſterday. This 
is very true, Sir, and I know not that the 
doctrine, which you oppoſe, is preached 
by the miniſters, or profeſſed by the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt. The change of our con- 
duct cannot, by any operation of its own, 
cancel the guilt of former ſins; our preſent 
righteouſneſs cannot, in the nature of the 
thing, claim forgiveneſs of our paſt offences. 
But then the author of our falvation pro- 
cured this great privilege for us by his me- 
rits, and ratified it to us by his ee fo 
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ſuch a pardon, we 


ese. 
that though-we can haue no natural right te to 


one; Which is in reality diſpenſed to us 


under the conditions of the W 8 


venant. 
Jum bee len (as you 


proceed) 
but the blood of Yeſus Chriſt can cleanſe 


.me {frm Jim. And yet that was not ſhed, 


Japprehend, to oleanſe men from ſin with- 
out their on endeavours to curb their ſinful 


paſſions; that was not meant, as 1 ſhould 


think, to purify them without their aiming 
to attain to purity of life. All the well 
grounded hopes, we can entertain of for- 
giveneſs, are ſet before us in the mereiful 
terms of his diſpenſation, and we may lay 
the Gre foundation for thoſe hopes in the 

fit performance of theſe terms; -unlefs 
the barriers of our faith are altered and re- 


moved by the authority of new Apoſtles; 


unleſs FP ſtanding means of ſalvation, az 
laid down in the goſpel, are to give way 
to ſeeret impulſes anti divine impreſſions; 
unleſs repentance and remiſſion of fins, the 
great and diſtinguiſhing doctrines of chrif- 
tianity, be ſuperſẽded by ſudden eonverſions, 
ſpiritual aſſurances, and the inſtantaneous 
effects of arreſiftible-prace. | ! 
But though you acknowledge, chat ebe 
| dience is abways to be comprehended under 
the notion of a true and laving faith, yet 
; i | others 


acquire a federal 


1951 


others of your brethren do not confeſs. = 
much, or are not conſtant in that confeſſion, 
ſome diſclaim obedience to the precepts of 
the goſpel as uſeleſs, or condemn it as hurt- 
ful; while others ſeem to fluctuate in un- 
certainty, and allow or difallow it, as they 
happen to be in the mood. ES 
Some of your own expreſſions on this 
head appear to me a little ambiguous, or 1 
do not rightly apprehend their meaning; 
Chriſt (you ſay) will either be a whole Saviour 
or none at all; agreeably to this, Mr. W. tells 
us, A behaviour does not pretend to add the 
leaſt to what Chi has done; it is ſpoiled by 
being added to. Might not a common reader 
be dveed Go underſtand by theſe paſſages, 
that ſalvation has been purchaſed for us in 
an abſolute and unconditional ee and 
that the goſpel requires no duties to be per- 
formed on our part, in order to intitle us to 
the rewards, which it propoſes to its fal- 
lowers. | : 
- The neceſſity of our ets, to the 

Chriſtian law, as any requiſite or condition 
of our ſalvation, is by many of your fellow 
writers plainly denied. The difference be- 
tween the law and the goſpel is faid to be 
this, that the one requires doing, the. other © 
nut doing but believing, for life an "ſalvation * 
A late writer of a more . and en 
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ugackie turn, whoſe rhetorical manner and 


| heightened language have made him much 
admired by one ſet of readers, thus expreſſes 
himſelf on the ſubject, Muſt the efficacy of 


Chriſts obedience be enforced by the - acceſſion + 


of our works, maimed- and worm-eaten things? 


By the blood of ſprinkling, the moſt defiled 


tranſgreſſars become fair, as the faireſt wool ; 


nay, whiter than virgin-ſnuow *, That deep , 
divine, Mr. Richard Elliot, advances the 


ſame doctrine in more plain and ſimple 


expreſſhons; Whboſo is juſtified by faith, is juſti- 


fed by Chriſt ny; and whoſcever adds any of his 


works as requiſite. to his acceptance with God, 
ſeeks to be juſtrfied by the law only; therefore, if 
any of you hope to be juſtified in bis way, Chriſt 
is become of none effe&t unto you—all worksof every 
kind are ſhut out, as being wholly unneceſſary and 
uſeleſs i in this great matter, even a ſinner 5 Justi fi. 
cation before God +. Agreeably to theſe princi- 
ples, he thus adviſes his hearers, take heediherc- 
fore, that you don't think by any preparatory 


works, to make yourſelves od, of. Chriſt, leſt 


you be found in the number of them, that conti- 
nue to refift the Holy Ghoſt, rejecting the coun- 
cil of God againſt themſekves; and thereby ex- 


clude yourſelves from the *. ff 97 89/pel 5 


Mr. Hervey's Ther. and Aſp. Vol 1 
I Sermon by the reverend Mr. Elliot, late teln of St. 
- George's + Int called « Encouragement to Sinners, &.” 
p- 8, 10, 26. 

t Mr. Elliot's Defence of his Sermon. 
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ahn t think it ene o come to — in all 
your guilt, and in all your uncleanneſs, but ra- 
ther be perſuaded to come juſt as you are, and be 2 
will ſureiy receive you. 
But notwithſtanding the wiſe caution of 


| this paſtor to his flock, that they ſhould take 


ſuch heed not to aim at making themſelves 


worthy, but ſhould come before him in all their 


ſin and ſhame, yet we find it was Chriſt's par- 
ticular direction to the apoſtles, whom he 
ſent forth to preach the goſpel, that they 
ſhould enquire in every city, who were wor- 
thy, and that it was made a Juſt exception to 
ſome, who were called, that they were not 
worthy ; by which expreſſionz I well know, 
that faith in Chriſt's divine character, and x 
diſpoſition to liſten to the means of inftruc- = 
on he afforded, are in the firſt place to be 

underſtood; yet I Hkewiſe apprehend, that 
a proper temper of mind to act ſuitably to 
that inſtruction, and to conform to the pre- 
ceptive parts of his doctrine, is alſo included 
under + notion of worthineſs. Notwith- 


ſanding the: ſtrong aſſurances which this 


new: preacher gives, that every one, who 
comes, will be favourably received, yet we 
find, that he who came to the marriage- 
leaſt, without having on a wedding-gar- 
ment, was ſent out with ignominy. It 
15 implied, that this man was a believer, as he 
| E 


16 


be accepted the Invitation, and attended the 


ſolemnity; but he was not furniſhed with 
that eſſential qualification for coming thither 
as he ought, a diſpoſition duely prepared and 
ſuitable to the occaſion; he probably was un- 


willing % put on Chriſt, or to cloth himſelf 


with thoſe virtues, which were then, and eyer 


will be, neceſſary to make one of his true 


and faithful followers. 
But how pious ſoever the dan Rae? be 


thoug ht by ſome, of enhancing the privileges : 


of ah, or of making the merits and righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt all-ſufficientof themſelves for 
effecting our ſalvation, yet ſurely the ſerip- 
tures are to be underſtood in a conſiſtent and 
uniform ſenſe: the promiſes of the goſpel are 
to be confined within thoſe bounds, and re- 
gulated by thoſe conditions, which the pub- 
liſher of it has plainly laid down. And if 
any thing be plainly delivered in the goſpel, 
it is as it might reaſonably be expected to be, 
on what terms the attainment of ſalvation is 
there propoſed to us, and thoſe terms clear- 
ly are faith and repentance; We may; doubt- 
leſs, with the utmoſt confidence rely on the 


veracity of Chriſt's gracious aſſurances, as far 


as they extend, and on the efficacy of his 
merits, as far as we are therein warranted to 
apply them; but we have no reaſon, I think, 

to ſuppoſe, that we can any way ſatisfy the 


intention of our Lawgiver, but by paying * 


Cere 
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- fincere and ailignne ſubmiſſion to his laws, 
or that we can make ourſelves by any other 
means acceptable to our Maſter, than by - 
nt to do our Maſter's will. 
It muſt indeed be confeſſed, that if oe 
| wi in righteouſneſs (to borrow a fi gurative ex- 
preſſion from a writer of the Old Teſtament, 
which has been much copied by thoſe of the 
New), ſo weak are our endeavours, fo imper- 
fect in many reſpects our beſt ſervice, ſo 
much ſuperior are the returns of harveſt — 
the value of our labour, that we muft reap 
mercy. Salvation is not to be effected by gat 
con works or obedience; but this Pe Hen 
proſpect is opened to us by Chriff's death 
and reſurrection, and by the gracious condi- 
tions of that covenant, which is publiſhed in 
the goſpel. But then we cannot by that co- 
venant confidently depend on the aſſurances 
there given of mercy, without uſing ſome 
endeavours on our part to make ourſelves by 
repentance proper objects of that mercy; all- 
ficient as our Saviour's merits are ineffett- 
ng our redemption, yet, we ſhould make 
wild: work with his religion, and the d 
of his miſſion, unleſs we uſe ſuch lights as 
the Scriptures give us, in the application of 
them ; and he cannot, I think, be properly 


faid 


M. Weſtey tele a of a merklt ſt, 8 and was 
fare, that if he had all the fins of the world laid upon him, one 
drop of Chriſt's blood was ſufficient to atone for all.” 3 Jour. 


p. 17. Thus 


[6] 


ſaid to have done every thing for us, if he has. 
left ſomething as neceſſary to be done by 
ourſelves; ſomething not as a ground of me- 
rit or juſt claim to reward, but as a propes 
qualification for his favour, and a ene 


condition of our final acceptance. 5 
This confident reliance, on the merits: * 
Chriſt, without any - conſideration how his 


followers are warranted by the goſpel to ap- 
ply thoſe merits to themſelves; that preſump- 


tuous aſſurance of, ſalvation, proceeding often 


from the illuſions of ſelf-flattery and conceit; 


inſtead of a due uſe of ſuch means as are ap- 


pointed to attain it; appear to me doctrines 
of the moſt dangerous tendency, greatly li- 


able to be miſapplied by the common peo- 


ple, and likely to lead them into-miſtakes of 


a very miſchievous nature. For more, I am 
afraid, are betrayed by their own paſſions 


into a groundleſs expectation of God's fas 
your, and tempted to continue in fin under 
this falſe ſecurity, than who are likely to for- 


1 that favour by overvaluing their. own 


LH 


Thus chat able _ Judicions divine Mr. Elliot _ . 
matter, The blood of Chriſt is that which cleanſeth from 
all fin; and this is done only through believing the word, 
which God hath ſpoken concerning it. Therefore, the pro- 
miſe of forgiveneſs of fins is not through our perſonal obedi- 


ence, but through the obedience of Chriſt, which is imputed 


to us, if we believe on his name,” 
His Serm. . Encouragement. for Sinners, &.” p- 22. 
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Mr. B's ert letter, 5. 9. 
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'righteouſabſk; or depending too much on thi 


efficacy of a good life. 


I know not whether the hens of 
Chriſtians endeavour to ſettle accounts with 


their Lord and Maſter in fo. circumſtantial a 


way, or bring matters to ſo nice a deciſion, 


as you, it ſeems, tried to do. You put 


e the juſtice of God into one ſcale, and as 
« many good works of your own as you 
could into the other; and when you found, 


your new diſciples; but if you mean to in- 
ſinuate, that your own practice, (though I 


think your imagery is a little burleſque) 
will truely repreſent that of your brethren, 
TI believe you do them wrong: they do not, 


1 apprehend, entertain ſuch a mean and de- 
grading notion of our Saviour's merit, nor 
ſpeak in their diſcourſes of its value, as fo 
light in the ballance, which they know: and un- 


derſtand is to work for us fo exceeding a weigh 


of glory. 


But the grand error, which runs, we are 
told, through all modern preaching, and 
fruſtrates the deſign of the goſpel-covenant ; 3 


as you always did, your own good works 
not to be a ballance to the divine juſtice, 
you then threw in Chriſt 'as | a make 
„ weight“. This homely fimilitude may 
properly repreſent your own conceptions of 
this matter in your unenlightened ſtate,' and 
cannot fail of illuſtrating it wonderfully to 
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was ſo fatal y miſled, and which volt 
miniftry 1o totally without effect; that * 


all the extraordinary pains you took for fix years, 


nat one foul was brought to Chriſt t; is, that 
be can far himſelf and then relying on Chriſt for 
the reft f. This is that ſelf-deſtroying doc- 


trine, f which almoſt all the ſermons publiſhed 


in the laſt century are full; we have free ac- 
ceſs, God be N to thoſe divine writ- 
ings, which contain the only account we can 
depend upon, of the Ohriſtian covenant; in 
chat are many privileges granted, and pro- 

miſes made; by that alſo are many precepts 


: ow. and duties injoined; the greateſt of 


romiſes is eternal life; which is faid to 
gift of God, and to have been ob- 
tained for us through the merits and inter- 
ceffion of his Son; this is granted to us free- 
. but yet conditionally; it is on many ac- 


counts aſcribed to the grace and mercy of 


God, but requires ſome qualifications on our 
part to fit and prepare us for the reception 
of that mercy. For Chriſt is expreſly de- 


clared the Author of e to ow wr ws 


obey lim. Heb. v. g. 


* But your charge againſt the a is 8 f 
heightened; they have been pore Mer 


1 Mr. B's firſt Letter, p- * 3 
T bid. Ps 20% 1. ; 


- doftrine;” by which. + yourſelf 


bope for ſalvation by doing what 


ing 


[65] 
ing. (you 3 and 1 aur des 
trines, articles, and bamilies; ſo that at length 
there is ſcarce a clergyman 10 be found, but who. 
preaches contrary to the articles he fubſeribed. 
This accuſation. is a heavy, and thould not, 1 
think, be a haſty one. The merits of it 
e ſhall beſt be able to ſee, when we have 
enquired what thoſe doctrines of our church 
are, from which we are ſuppoſed to have o 
far deviated. 

If it ſhould be found, that you Hor but 
| little of what you ſpeak ſo. confidently, we 
ſhall have an eaſy ſolution, of the caſe in that 
general doctrine of aſſurances, , whereof you. 
and your fraternity appear to be 19 fond. The 
purpoſes you have to ſerve by aggravating 
charges, inflaming differences, and dealing 
in all the little tricks of calumny and miſre- 


preſentation, lie ſo open to every one, that 


you ſhould in common prudence proceed 


with a little more caution and reſerve in that 


matter, than you uſually do. For how can 
you expect to raiſe any reputation of your 
own, but by attempts to undermine that of 


others? How can you bring yourſelves into 
any credit, as you are not eminent for any 
ſuperior attainments in knowledge, as you 


are ſuch irregular miniſters of the goſpel, 
but by endeavouring to decry the merits and 
depreciate the miniſtry of your other bre- 
thren? And vet it ſeems to me to be ſin- 
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ortraiture of a certain dark and malignant 


led out as one of the worſt features in tis 
= that be "Was on accufer- of the LG 


« thren.” 
The doctrine of our heren which yon 


and your allies fo ſtrenuouſly liſt i into your 
ſervice, is declared in her articles, homilies, 
and public ſervice: and we thonld” doubtleſs 


underſtand it info fairand equitablea manner, 
as to make her ſenſe in this point, which ſhe 
delivers in different places, uniform, if it can 


be made fo, and conſiſtent with itſelf. This 
ſenſe the whole body of the clergy, except 
the choſen few, are .accuſed-in ſtrong and 


opprobrious terms of deſerting. They are 


charged with prevaricating in their ſubſcrip- 


tion, and preaching up doctrines contrary to 
thoſe which they have folemnly aſſented to; 


let us fee, Sethe this charge be as ftrongly 


ſupported, as it is confidently made. 


The XI® Article ſays, That we are 


*© xccounted righteous before God only for 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


CLI 


« ſom doctrine and very full of comfort, as 


«« more largely is expreſſed in the homily on 


« juſtification :* to which we are plainly 
referred for a fuller and more particular 
explication of its meaning. In king = 
” | 7 ward s 


«© Chriſt by faith, and not for our -own. 
c works or deſervings. Wherefore that we 
© are juſtified by faith only, is a moſt whol- 
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ward's book of articles, the reference to this 


bom is much ſtron 
ification by fait 


er and more licit ; 
alone in Jeſys heiſt, 


ww 
in that ſenſe in which. it is explained in be 
7 Tar juſtification. *,, is the moſt certain 


dodtrine.of Chriſtians,” 
"_ is — from many cement 


now 3 — 7 e CRONE 
was, chiefly concerned in drawing u 3 
i oben 


homily , and that the object agaii 
was directiy levelled, was the merit of good 
works, as then. held and taught by. the 


church of Rome. It occaſioned accordingly 


a warm controverſy. between him and Gar- 


diner, who as head of the Romiſh party 


here plainly ſaw its tendency, apprehended 
the bad effects it might bave Rl one of 


their principal ee and took up the. 

diſpute. with much zeal. Furious in his tem- 

per, and irritated by this attack on the old 
ed into a very angry alter-. 


religion, he entere 
cation with. Cranmer on this ſubject; ſome 
e conferences were held, and many 
etters paſſed, in all which the biſhop of 


Winehelte e Sad to difuade Kim 


, » Thou oh. no 2 at N occurs 5 that title! . 


yet the — and third parts of the homily on ſalvation 


treat of this ſubje&, and are probably the _—_ meant 2 10 


referred to by both ſynods of 155 2 and 1562. 
t See Strype $ Memorials of archbiſhop Cranmer in 15 1. 
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from making this, or indeed any innovations in 
religion, efpecially during the king's minority. 
The archbiſhop was diſpoſed to treat him 
very gently in their firſt converſations on this 
ſubject, and told him, That his principal 


intention in this homily was only to ſet forth 


the freedom of God's mercy in pardoning 
ſinners; but Wincheſter ſoon took fire, and 
replied in a very angry manner, * That he 
would yield, if they could ſhew him any 


old writer, who had wrote how faith ex- 


_ cluded charity in the office of juſtification; 
and that it was againſt Scripture.” He inti- 
mates the danger of giving way to this in- 
novating fpirit, © The vehemence of novel- 
ty (fays he) will flow further, than your 
grace would admit; He complained alſo 
to the lord protector, in a letter written to 
him on this occaſion, © That the archbiſhop 
in the homily of ſalvation had taken fach a 
matter in hand, and handled it ſo, as if he 
were his extreme enemy, he would have 
_ wiſhed him to have taken that piece in hand, 
and to have handled it as he did.” He pro- 
ceeds to blame him (the archbiſhop) for 
troubling the world with ſuch an abſtruſe 
and unneceſſary ſpeculation as this, which, 
adds he, may be ſent to the univerſities, 
where it is meet to be talked and diſputed 
of, but not fit for homilies*.” . 

Strype's Memarials, ib 
e | IP But 
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But notwithſtanding the ſpleen and indig- 
nation with which Gardiner expreſſed him- 


{af againſt the archbiſhop, and for a very 
obvious reaſon; as he had a principal ſhare 
in drawing up that homily, by Which fo fe- 
vere a blow was aimed at one of the moſt 
favourite and gainful doctrines of the Ro- 


miſh church; yet we have great reaſon to be 


ſatisfied with the prudence and piety of his 
defign; as the homily ſo well aſcertains and 
eſtabliſhes the true meaning of the article; 
guards it fo properly againſt any miſconſtruc- 
tion, to which its conciſeneſs might make 
it liable; and gives no occaſion to a reader, 
who conſiders the whole with attention, ei- 
ther to magnify too highly the efficacy of 


faith, or depreciate too much the neceſſity 
of gpod Works. 
lt may here be proper to lay the words 


of the homily before the reader, and ſub- 
mit the ſenſe of them to his judgment, as 


you and your brethren are continually urg- 
ing, that what you teach on this ſubject is 


agreeable to the doctrine of our church, and 
ſhelter yourſelves under this agreement, as 
the palladium of your cauſe. With regard to 
Chriſt's ſacrifice; it is ſaid, that God “ with 
his endleſs mercy joined his moſt upright and 
equal juſtice ; his great mercy: he ſhewed _ 
in delivering us from our former capti- 

vity, without requiring any ranſom to be 
e paid, 


luis 


paid, or amends to be made on our parts; 
which thing by us had been impoſſible to be 
| 9 b and whereas it lay not in us to do 
838 a ranſom for us, that was, 
precious blood of his own moſt 
Fat and beſt beloved Son.” By this ſacrifice, 
it is added, infants being ans and dy- 
ing in their infancy are waſhed from their 
fins, brought to God's favour, and made his 
_ children. — And they which do {in after 
their baptiſm, when they turn. again to God 
Ie they alſo are waſhed by this fa- 
crifice from their fins, in ſuch ſort, that there 
remaineth not any ſpot of ſin, that ſhall be 
imputed to their damnation. Our entrance 
into the Chriſtian church by baptiſm, and 
our admiſſion by that means to all the privi- 
leges it confers on its members, ſeem to be 
conſidered as our firſt juſtification, and cor- 
reſponding to that, whereby converts in the 
age obtained remiſſion us their ſins by 
8 rofeſſion of the Chriſtian faith; 
« our office is not to paſs the time of this 
preſent life unfruitfully and idly, after that 
we are baptized or juſtified, not caring how 

few good works we do to the glory of God, 
and — of our neighbours. 
As to the nature and quality of that faith, 
which can be effectual to procure our final 
juſtification, it is thus deſcribed ; © A true 
and lively faith in Chriſt : bringing forth good 

| 2 Wo 
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works, and a life according to God's com 


mandments.” The fame thing is clearly 


and ſtrongly expreſſed in another place, 
« that we be juſtified by faith only, is not 
ſo meant, that it be alone in man, without 


true repentance, hope, charity, and the 
fear of God; nor when they ſay, that we 
ſhould. be juſtified freely, do they mean that 


we ſhould or might afterwards be idle, and 


neither do mean ſo to be juſtified with- 


juſtified by faith only, freely and without 
works, is ſpoken to take away clearly all 


OC: at God's hands, and thereby 


why no man can be juſtified by his own yes 


5 no man fulfilleth the law according to the 


= ſtrict rigour of the law: for all the good 
works that we can do be imperfect, Were 


1. therefore not able to deſerve our ju 
ton.“ What method a finner muſt take as 


h, I moſt available to obtain the forgiveneſs of 


al bis fins, is alſo delivered with as much plain- 


temptation of our ghoſtly enemy, do fall 
from him by fin, yet if we return again 
unto. 


that nothing & ſhould be required on our parts; 
ey 


out good works, that we ſhould do no good 
works at all; but this ſaying, that we be 


merit of our works,as being unable to — | 


plainly to expreſs the weakneſs of man, 
indthegoodneſs of God.” Therealonaſligned, 


works, is this juſt and obvious one, That 


neſs; *<* Although we, through infirmity " 
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unto him by true — he will for- 
give and forget our offences for his Son 8 lake 


our Saviour Jeſus Chriſ. 

Theſe paſlages*, corpared and nbd 
together, appear to me to deliver the ſenſe 
of our church fully and clearly; as far as 1 


can apprehend their meaning, they amount 
to this; though the modes of expreſſion on 


a ſubject, ow, which there has been fo 


much contention, will ever be liable to ca- 


vil and exception: That by baptiſm the 
original ſtain of our nature is waſhed away, 


and we are admitted to a participation of all 


thoſe privileges, which belong to the body 

of Chriſtians; that we cannot perform ſuch 
a complete and unerring obedience to the 
law, as will entitle us to eternal life, and 
therefore we muſt owe it to God's mercy, 
and our Saviour's merits; that when we have 


violated the law, and thereby incurred Gods 


diſpleaſure, we have the means ſet before us 
in the goſpel of reſtoring ourſelves to his fa- 
vour; that this method is an unfeigned re- 
pentance, and is one of the invaluable bene- 
fits procured for us by the obedience and 


F death of Chriſt; that on theſe, and not on 


any thing, which we ourſelves.can do or de- 
ſerve; muſt we depend as the meritorious 


* * Taken Gon the Sermon of the Salvation of Mankind, 
3 parts, and a ſhort Declaration of True and Chriſtian Faith. 
—_ Elizabeth's Homilies, reprinted 1687, 12mo. | 
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 rauſe of our juſtification; but that a ſerious 


concern for any. inſtances of miſbebaviour n 
our part, and a fincere reſolution of behav- 
ing better, are made neceſſary and indiſpenſ- 
able conditions of rendering us acceptable to 
God, ſecuring his favour, and e wt 
fecting our ſalvation. © | 
Many of our homilies, and nartieetiatly this 
from which we have made our extracts, were 
plainly drawn up to guard the members of 
our communion againſt the dangerous ef- 
fects of ſome popiſh doctrines, which tended 
to fruſtrate the main intention df our religion, 
the advancement of real goodneſs, by a per- 
verted application of its ordinances. Such doc- 
trines are, that the uſe of the ſacraments, 
accompanied only with an imperfect forrow, 
ſo finithes and completes theſe religious acts, 
that they will be ſufficient to juſtify us; 


BS that the inherent holineſs of good men has 


ſuch a real condignity in it, as muſt be avail- 
able with God, the righteous Governor of 
the world, to treat and accept them as juſt 
perſons. The good works too, which were 
in moſt repute, and were ſuppoſed to hold 
the higheſt rank of perfection at the time of 
the reformation, are well known to have 
been the endowment of religious houſes, 
the donation of lands to pious uſes, rich pre- 
ſents to the images and ſhrines of ſaints, 


whoſe favourable interpoſition would divert 


EEC 


„ = 
all evil from, and diſpenſe all manner of 
good to their votaries, would ſooneſt cancel 

the guilt of their offences, and beſt rec om- 
mend them to God's acceptance; whoſe re- 
licts accordingly attracted all the reverence, 
and engroſſed all the devotion of that age; 
ſo that hs worſhip of Chriſt was in a man- 
ner neglected, in compariſon of the ſupe- 
rior veneration which was paid to them. 
In this ſtate of religion it became neceſ- 

_ fary for our firſt reformers to aſſert the ho- 
nour of our Redeemer, Which was given to 
others, and to vindicate the merit of his at- 

tonement, which by theſe notions was ren- 
dered inſignificant. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances, it was proper to beat down the vain 
preſumption of man, who pretended to claim 
eternal life, as the juſt recompence of his 


own deſervings; and to ſet forth the value 


of that complete obedience, and the efffcacy 
of that meritorious death, to a ſincere faith 
and reliance on which we muſt ever owe, 
and ought always to aſcribe the acceptance 
of our own imperfed righteouſneſs. _ 
And this was done with great ſkill and 
judgment, if we conſider the difficulty of 
the work which they undertook, and the 
ſtrength of the prejudices which: they had 
- to encounter. For notions contrary to thoſe 
which they endeavoured to introduce, had 


been imprinted by * — and con- 


firmed 


TT 

firmed by long habits of thinking; had been 
_ enforced by an authority which they ac- 
counted infallible, and recommended by ſuch 1 
motives of intereſt, as are hot uſually wit - 
ſtood.— The Romaniſts, it muſt be owned, © WM 

in their later writings, have treated this ſub- | 
je in a manner more agreeable to the ſenſe 
and intention of Scripture ; but the language, 

which they uſed at that time, muſt be duely 
attended to, if we would properly under- 

ſtand the true uſe and meaning of the article, 
and of the homily drawn up on purpoſe to 


5 8 
I now, Sir, take my leave of you at pre- 
ſent, and muſt wait for another opportunity 
of renewing our correſpondence. Another 
and a better, it is rumoured, may ſhortly of- 
fer; as you are ſaid to have a deſign of pub- 
liſhing ſome ſermons on the ſubje& we are 
confidering, which were lately preached be- 
fore-the univerſity of Cambridge, and which : 
the lenity and moderation of that learned 
body, though there was ſomething offenſive 
enough in your manner of treating them, ſuf- 
nd I fered to paſs without any reprehenſion. 1 
ot would rather indeed defer my enquiry into 
pour method of reaſoning and expounding | 
ad NI Scripture, till theſe diſcourſes appear: in | 1 
oſe which you have doubtleſs ſelected, with what 1 
judgment, and urged with what force you 
n- were able, the proofs brought to ſupport 


ws, © 
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the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of your ſect; as 


they were produced on ſuch an occaſion, and 


offered before ſo reſpectable a ſociety, Theſe 
proofs indeed appear to have no great- 


ſtrength or ſolidity, as they now ſtand in 


bh our two letters; but then it muſt be con- 
dered, that you had no great occaſion to 


exert your reaſoning powers, or to exhauſt 


much of your learning in the looſeneſs and 


familiarity of an epiſtle, intended for the in- 
ſtruction, and written only for the peruſal of 


| a Private friend. 


As to the manner in which I have ad- 
dreſſed you, if I ſhould be thought to have 
affimed in ſome places a more light and 
bantering air, than my ſuit the LE ulaets 


and importance of the ſubject, I have great 
examples to plead in my behalf, and under 
whoſe authority I can eaſily ſhelter myſelf, | 


Your own, I mean, and that of your -bre- 
rep; FER moſt of them affect, like you, 

o play the droll and mix ſome degree of 
tiers in their graveſt diſcourſes ; who 
ſeldom fail, I am told, to enliven their po- 
pular harangues with occaſional digreſſions 
and ſtrokes of humour; who are wont to re- 


lieve the ſeverity of reaſoning, and the te- 


diouſneſs of method with little excurſions of 
fancy and familiar illuſtrations, adapted to 


the PEA of thoſe 2 and diſcerning 
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vage, of which, their audience ell 5 
| ens. . 


It is indeed in this Aae y- e 


{1 in the moſt applauded preachers among you 
are ſaid to excel; and 1 ſhould i imagine you. 


would keep: to that, in which 


your chief 
ſtrength lies. 


fighting in controverſy, you may ſkirmiſh 
a while with your feeble body of irregulars, 


but you muſt never truſt to your polemi- 


cal {kill in any of the carnal weapons Which 
you will never depend, 1 

ſhould think, on any diſcipline of reaſoning 

you havelearnt to practice, or on any weight of 

argument you can bring into the field: this 

is indeed all of it a ſort of bead-knowledge, . 

that has nothing to do with that ſpecies of it 
in Which you ieh deal, an inward ſenſe of 


fee ling, the experimental knowledge and cons 
viction of the heart. 


are now in uſe; 


renpunce, and in which you muſt be acknow- 


ledged to act agreeably.to prudence, as well 


2s ſuitably to your principles; for they never 
can be brought to ſerve that cauſe, which 
your are engaged to ſupport. 


If therefore you ſhould be charged with 
arguing weakly or inconſiſtently, you will 


doubtleſs * the matter to another judi- 


Catory, 


You will certainly do bet- 
ter while you pretend to act only as par- 


tilans; you may keep up a little buſh- 


Thoſe are the ad- 
vantages of human learning, which you 
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etory, as not cogniſa le at the bar of reafons 
if you ſhould be found to interpret wa 
of Scripture in a ſenſe repugnant to 
the general deſign, and cor wle 
tenor of Scripture, you will have recourſe to 
an obſcure and myſtical language, which 
none but the Elect can underſtand; you will 
darken: the ſenſe all around you; for th 
which a certain fiſh is ſaid to m 
will run the leſs haz 


» 


dle the water ; 


of being caught, while you are in the leſs } 
_ Ganger of = 9.4 ſeen. | 2 you are 


9 


cloſcly x 

in the 9 
lodge yourſelf in the Een 'odf . 
ons and aſſurances, which have 
ently. thrown up to ſecure your® 
_ Theſe faſtneſſes are _y difficult ww 
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